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The PRESIDENT (the Hon. Clive Griffiths)
took the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT: OFFICES OF
PROFIT

Inquiry by Joint Select Committee: Report

THE HON. NEIL McNEILL {(Lower West)
(4.32 p.m.]: | move—

That the report of the Joint Select Com-
mitlec inquiring into Offices of Profit of
Members of Parliament and Members Con-
tracts with the Crown, together with the min-
utes and the transcript of evidence be re-
ceived, and that the Report be printed.

Question put and passed.
The report was tabled (see paper No. 506).

Personal Explanations

THE HON. NEIL McNEILL (Lower West)
{4.33 pm.]: | seek leave 1o make a stalement in
relation to the 1abling of the report.

Leave granted.

The Hon. NEIL McNEILL: I would like first
to make some comments, and to commend and
thank all members of the committee for their dili-
gent and most co-operative approach in
deliberating on the questions placed before us by
this Parliament. | personally could not have
wished to have presided over a more objective
committee, and over committee members who
were more prepared to change their views and
opinions after consideration of evidence placed be-
fore them, and in response 10 some persuasive ar-
gument raised during the deliberations.

The questions of offices of profit and members’
contracts with the Crown are, and have been,
maltters of great historical and constitutional im-
portance within the Westminster system of parlia-
mentary government. | believe all members have
been very conscious of what may well be the ulti-
mate importance of their findings. if the expen-
ence of your commitice is any indication, Mr
President, it could be that its conclusions will be
of interest 1o Parliaments and students of the
Conslitution well beyond Western Australia, for
the reason thai where similar constitutional pro-
visions still prevail, actions to review have been
approached with no less caution than in Western

Australia.
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Mr President, the commitiee has framed its
recommendations with the object of satisfying the
criteria of simplicity and clarity with both
questions, and with a deep respect for the
institution of Parliamenl. In relation to contracts
with the Crown, it has attempted 1o draw the dis-
linction—quite properly in its view—between that
and the much discussed questions of pecuniary
interest or conflict of interest. lt is a matter for
regret by the committee that it could not have re-
ported somewhat earlier and so enabled the Par-
liament and the Government to have considered
some action in this session of the Parliament.
However, that was not 1o be, for reasons which |
am quite sure will be appreciated in view of the
nature of the subjects which had to be deliberated
upon, and their complexity. 1 do not exclude the
considerable demands made on the members of
the committee by their other parliamentary and
commitiee duties.

The committee was a large one in terms of
membership and changed a number of times for
various reasons, including the resignation of mem-
bers from the Parliament, and also because of
their appointment or election to other positions.
Therefore, although the committee was a large
one, quite contrary to a general belief about large
committees, it worked very well indeed.

[ thank the members of the committee who
have taken part in its deliberations at all times,
the witnesses who so readily gave evidence before
the commitiee, and the staff of Parliament House.
In particular, I wish 10 thank those persons who
have acted as secretary of the committee, starting
with Mr Les Hoft, Mr lan Allnutt, and on oc-
casions Mr Kevin Hogg. | wish also to thank
those most important people, the Chiel Haansard
Reparter and her staff.

It is the hope of the committee, and my hope,
that the report fulfils the expectations of the Par-
liament, and will be of lasting benefit to this Par-
liament and Western Australia. | am grateful that
the duty and the privilege of presiding over this
committee was extended to me. |1 hope the report
will reflect the deep interest and dedication that
all members of 1the committee have in the need for
the maintenance of the integrity of Parliament,
and the continuance of its role in the Westminster
system of parliamenlary democracy in Western
Australia.

THE HON. ROBERT HETHERINGTON
(East Metropolitan) [4.39 p.m.]: ]| seek leave to
make a shorl statement in relation to the report.

Leave granted.

The Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON: As |
led for the Opposition on the Attorney’s Bill,
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which was really the beginning of this commitiee,
1 think it behoves me 10 say something about it
because I found this committee to be an
interesting one. It taught me a lot, and I changed
my mind on a number of things; I was forced by
the logic of the evidence into positions 1 did not
hold when the Bill was brought before this House
in the last Parliament.

Therefore, [ think the report will not be
unpleasing to the Attorney, although he may find
it a little more conservative than one he would
have presented to this House.

The subject belore this committee was that of
offices of profi; and, particularly in regard to
contracts, it was an extremely difficull and a very
complex one. 1 hope members will find that the
committee’s conclusions are persuasive and sen-
sible, as | think they are. Certainly it is my earn-
est hope that next year the Atitorney General,
whoever he may be—ecither the present Attorney
or the member on my right—will introduce into
this House a Bill to change the Constitution based
on the recommendations ol this committee.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL: CHAMBER
Televising: Statement by President

THE PRESIDENT (1he Hon. Clive Griffiths):
Mr Speaker and 1 have agreed to a request to film
part of the proceedings of our respective Houses.

A local production company is compiling two
programmes on Parliament, primarily for use by
the Education Department in schools throughout
the State.

Filming of proceedings in this House will occur
on Wednesday, 10 November, commencing at
4.30 p.m. and continuing for approximately one
hour.

I trust members will not suffecr any undue in-
convenience [rom the use of lights and equipment
in the Chamber.

STANDING COMMITTEES

Standing Order No. 38(g)(9): Swatement by
President

THE PRESIDENT (the Hon. Clive Griffiths):
On the motion 10 adjourn the House last night,
the Hon. R. ). L. Williams requested that | make
a statement relating to the effects of prorogation
on parliamentary commitices and parliamentary
business.

Section | of the Parliamentary Privileges Act
1891 provides, amongst other things, that the
privileges, immunitics, and powers of the Coungil
are those of the House of Commons as they were
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a1 the passing of the 1891 Act, or as they are
from time to time.

The Commons has never claimed the power to
carry forward business from one session to the
next, or to revive lapsed Bills except on motion to
reintroduce.

At common law, a prorogation of Parliament
causes all business before either House to lapse.
Any business with which the Crown or the Coun-
cil wishes to proceed in the nexi ensuing scssion,
strictly speaking, must be re-introduced and dealt
with as if for the first time.

Erskine May clearly regards legislation as the
only means to carry forward business, a view con-
sistent with the rule that the common law, which
includes the law and custom of Parliament, is
modified or extinguished only by Statute.

A Standing or Select Committee purporting to
transact business following a prorogation would
be acting in excess of its powers. Moreover,
neither the members nor witnesses could claim or
apply the privileges, powers, or immunities nor-
mally attaching to such commitices.

My impression is that legislation is required be-
fore any committee of this House could lawfully
transacl business following a prorogation.

QUESTIONS
Questions were taken at this stage.

ELECTORAL: NORTH PROVINCE
BY-ELECTION

The Hon. Tom Stephens: Ministerial Statement

THE HON. R. G. PIKE (North Metropoli-
tan—Chief Secretary) [5.15 p.m.]: | seek leave of
the House to make a statement on ciectoral mat-
ters.

Leave granted.

The Hon. R. G. PIKE: 1 refer 1o the article on
page 10 of 1oday’s The West Australian dealing
with the electoral enrolment of the Hon. Tom
Stephens. Mr Stephens is quoted in the newspaper
as having said—

. . . he denied the allegations and said that
Mr Pike shou!ld bc ashamed of himself.

No allegations were made, | simply quoted a re-
port 1o me from the Chief Electoral Officer which
I requesied after Mr Stephens made his original
complaint 1o the news media.

Mr Stephens is quoted in the newspaper today
as saying also—
*. .. the story was a complete distortion of
the truth”.
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He goes on 1o say that when he first became
aware that he was enrolled twice on the eiectoral
roll he rang the Electorai Department and cen-
firmed the conversation in writing. He said he had
notified the office of his change of address and
that he had inadvertently used the shortened ver-
sion of his christian name on the nomination card.

I wish to draw the atiention of the House to
paragraph (7) of my answer to the question asked
by the Hon. V. Ferry yesterday.

| had prefaced my reply to the question by
stating that | had asked the Chief Electoral
Officer for a report and he had advised me—

(7) Mr Stephens was previously enrolled
for the Kimberley eleciorate under the name
Thomas Gregory Stephens. He later claimed
enralment for the Pilbara electorate under
the name Tom Stephens. -

Mr Stephens telephoned the Chief Elec-
toral Officer after the issue of the writ for
the by-election to advise thalt he was still
shown on the Kimberley roll. Arrangements
were made for this entry to be deleted. The
Electoral Department was not aware that Mr
Stephens had changed his name. i he had
used the other name when applying {or enrol-
ment in Pilbara the computer would have de-
leted the Kimberley entry automatically.

It is therefore quite clear that the facts which Mr
Stephens represented as an “allegation” and his
statement that the story was “a complete distor-
tion of the truth™, were aclually part of the
truthful statement already given in detail by me
in Parliament yesterday. He has predicated his re-
sponse to the newspaper as though the true details
were not given to this House.

Mr Stephens has merely repeated the details
concerning his dual enrolment as though they had
not already been given by me to the House. When
the Hon. Tom Stephens hears the word “fairness”
he reaches for his dictionary.

Secondly, about six minutes ago the ABC re-
porter handed me an advice which stated “There’s
been a call for the Chiefl Secretary, Mr Pike, to
resign over his handling of electoral matters in
Western Australia.” It said that the call had been
made by Tom Stephens. | repudiate and reject
that call because the Press notice continued to say
“Mr Pike told State Parliament yesterday that
Mr Stephens had been enrolled twice, under
slightly different names.” That is factual. It con-
tinued o say, **Mr Stephens said today he had no-
tified the Chief Electoral Officer three weeks be-
fore the election when he noticed the double en-
ralment and had had an enrolment in the
Kimberley struck off.” That is the fact I men-
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tioned to the Parliament yesterday. That is what
the Chief Secreirary is all about. 1 made a state-
ment of fact. Mr Siephens is obviously going off
half-cocked and hall-baked.

Point of Order

The Hon. J. M. BERINSON: | submit to you,
Mr President, that the Chief Secretary is engag-
ing in an abuse of the leave of the House. He re-
quested leave for a ministerial statement on elec-
toral matters. We accepted that request in good
faith and teave was granted by this side of the
House.

What we are actually hearing is something in
the nature of a claim to be misrepresented, and
even if that is the object of the Chiefl Secretary’s
statement, he would be going beyond the normal
bounds. On another occasion | will comment
further on this abuse of the leave of the House,
but for the moment | ask you, Sir, to rule that
further comments of this nature by the Minister
are out of order.

The PRESIDENT: The honourable member
has sought my ruling in respect of the ministerial
statement being made by the Hon. R. G. Pike in
response to leave being granted to him. I ask the
Minister to be concise because ministerial state-
ments are intended Lo be concise and precise in re-
gard to the particular subject and indeed ought
not to be controversial.

1 ask the Minister if he wishes to continue his
ministerial staiement to confine it 1o these par-
ameters.

Ministerial Statement Resumed

The Hon. R. G. PIKE: To conclude, 1 would
like to state that the Hon. Tom Stephens has
made the point that the Electoral Department in
this State has been starved of the resources to do
its job. I answer briefly and concisely: There have
been five by-clections and a redistribution in the
past 13 months and the Government has author-
ised part-time stafl to bring the Electoral Office
up to date because of that quite remarkable work
load. On top of that, three new appointments have
been authorised by the Government in order to
keep this depariment up to date.

The final point the Hon. Tom Siephens made
referred to the posting of “Please explain” items
in regard to the last poll to clectors in the north
where there is no home delivery. That is a point
the member had raised with me previously and a
matter i have been considering. So far, 1 have dis-
covered that there is one thing of which we can be
certain: The people who live in towns where there
is no delivery to residential numbers certainly
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always go to the post office to pick up their
pension cheques and other mail.

The Hon. Robert Hetherington: Cut it out.

The Hon. R. G. PIKE: It appears to be not a
problem.

Personal Explanation

THE HON. ROBERT HETHERINGTON
(East Metropolitan) [5.23 p.m.]}: As the Hon.
Tom Stephens is at present in hospital I ask leave
to make a statement giving certain facts in re-
lation to the statement made by the Chief Sec-
retary.

Leave granted.

The Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON: I
wish to make a brief statement about the Minis-
ter's statement and | will say something rather
long about it later in the day. In the Minister’s
reply yesterday, part (7) gave the implication that
the whole question of whether the Hon. Tom
Stephens was asked whether he had voted was to
do with his change of enrolment, because the
reply said the Hon. Tom Stephens was previously
enrolled in the Kimberley electorate, under the
name of Thomas Gregory Stephens and he later
claimed enrolment in the Pilbara eleclorate under
the name of Tom Stephens.

The Hon. R. G. Pike: Part (1) said he had en-
rolled there and had indicated—

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON:
Could [ continue?

The Hon. R. G. Pike: Read part {1) again.
The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON: |
just want to put some facts before the House. The
Hon. Tom Siephens is in hospita! in the Pilbara
and is not present to hear the statement the Hon.
Robert Pike made but has replied 10 a Press re-
port. The answer of the Minister was itself am-
biguous and there was an implication in it.

The Hon. Garry Kelly: A Dorothy Dixer.

The Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON: It
implied that because of the confusion in the rolls
he received a letier to ascertain whether he had
voted.

The Hon. R. G. Pike: That is not so. Reread
part (1).

The Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON: Mr
Stephens did write and ring the Electoral Office.

He did vote in Karratha on 31 July, as Tom
Stephens, 22 Sutherland Road, Port Hedland.
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The Hon. R. G. Pike: | said that yesterday,
clearly and concisely.

The Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON: I
would be glad if 1the Minister would stop yapping
and let me make a statement as 1 allowed him to
do so.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON: I am
accusing the Minister of having misled the House
by implication.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. R. G. Pike: Rercad part (1).

Withdrawal of Remark

The PRESIDENT: Order! The member cannot
make that statement and [ ask him to withdraw
it.

The Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON: 1
withdraw the statement and say that | am
suggesting the Minister’s reply had implications
in it. Perhaps he did not intend that, but it was
confusing and the report has been so.

Personal Explanation Resumed

The member voted under his new enrolment.
He received his letter under his new enrolment, so
what happened, as far as the Kimberley enrol-
ment was concerned, had nothing whatever to do
with the fact that he received a letter asking him
if he had enrolled.

The Hon. R. G. Pike: That is not contested.

The Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON: I
want 10 make that quite clear.

The Hon. R. G. Pike: You were not listening
before.

The Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON: 1 ob-
ject to that accusation that I was not listening. 1
was. | will speak on this matter at a later stage.

The Hon. I. G. Pratt: Why waste our time
now?

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON: The
Minister made what he purported and considered
to be a ministerial statement. [ will not grant him
leave 10 make a ministerial statement again until
I see a copy of the statement to see that it is what
it purporis to be. I believe the Minister’s state-
ment made claims against Mr Stephens which
were not true.

[ just wanted 1o point to the fact that Mr
Stephens is not present and cannot question the
Minister’s report. His dual enralment has nothing
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to do with the letter that was sent to him, as the
Chief Secretary now admits freely in the House.

CHILD WELFARE AMENDMENT BILL
{No. 2)
Introduction and First Reading
Bill introduced, on motion by the Hon. Lyla
Elliowt, and read a first time.

CLOSING DAYS OF SESSION: SECOND

PART
Standing Orders Suspension
THE HON. I. G. MEDCALF (Metro-

politan—Leader of the House) [5.29pm.): |
movg—

That during the remainder of the current
session so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as s necessary Lo enable Bills to
be passed through all stages at any one sit-
ting, and all Messages from the Legislative
Assembly to be taken into consideration
forthwith,

The introduction of this mation is an indication 10
members that the session is drawing to a close. Its
purpose is to enable us to keep in step with the
Legistative Assembly in the progress of legis-
lation, particularly during the final few days of
sitting.

Members possibly have noted that the As-
sembly suspended Standing Orders on 19 October
but [ have seen no pressing necessity (o follow suit
prior 10 now. AL the same time 1 trust there wil
be no need 1o rush through the remaining legis-
lation and, indeed, | will endeavour to be recep-
tive 10 any legitimate request for time to consider
any matier before the House.

At the appropriate time, and for obvious
reasons, it will be desirable also 10 align our com-
mencing times for daily sittings with those of the
Assembly and possibly sit after 6pm. on
Thursdays.

It is all a mauter of circumstances as they arise,
but this motion and the one to follow will provide
the machinery which will enable us 1o deal with
legislation through the various stages without
undue delay, should such action become necess-
ary.

[ commend the motion to the House.

[Resolved: That molions be continued.]

THE HON. ROBERT HETHERINGTON
(East Meltropolitan) (5.30 p.m.]: | know this mo-
tion comes up every year, and every year we feel
it is perhaps not entirely necessary and that the
affairs of the House may have been better ordered
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to make it unnecessary. In this instance | want o
say something further, but nothing that I say
should be taken as a reflection on the Leader of
the House. He has moved this motion because of
matters that are beyond his control. It seems to
me that since we have had a change of Govern-
ment, and a new Premier, the conduct of this Par-
liament has become tremendously haphazard.

The Hon. P. H. Lockyer: Absolule nonsense!
Several members interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Crder!

The Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON: Ap-
parently, what | have said hurts some members.
As far as [ am concerned, the conduct of this Par-
tiament during this session has been haphazard;
sittings have been all over the place, and times
and Bills also have been all over the place. We
have debated Bills during the night which have
then sat for a week in another place without being
looked at.

If this is not a haphazard shambles, | do not
know what is.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: That was done so
the Opposition could examine them.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON:
Some members opposite seem to think it is ad-
equate debate if a Bill sits in a House for three
weeks. 1 am complaining about the amount of
time allowed for debate because the House has
not always sat for three days a week. There was
no reason to do what has been done. The change
of Premier has not been to the benefit of this Par-
tament, or to the way the business of the Parlia-
ment as a whole has been conducted.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: Absolute nonsense!

The Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON: This
is no reflection on the Leader of the House; he
has not changed. He has been. here for a long
time.

Several members interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON: His
behaviour in this House has always been meticu-
lous. As far as it is within his power to do so, he
has allowed proper debate 10 take place on
measures, and he has considered the Opposition.
This motion comes at the end of a travesty of a
Parltament.

The Hon. P. H. Lockyer: Absolute nonsense!
Sit down.

The PRESIDENT: Order!
The Hon. P. G. Pendal: Back to university!
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The Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON: Mr
Pendal's cheap gibes have never influenced me
very much. [ do not intend to go anywhere, except
in this House, al least until 1986, because the
people of Western Australia have put me here
until then, and this is where I will stay.

I had meant to make a brief protest, but of
course the raucous interjections from some of the
back-bench members of the Liberal Party kept
me on my feet longer than 1 intended. 1t seems to
me this Parliament has been naphazardly man-
aged, and the time of this Hous: could have been
better spent had the Leader of the House been
able to use his time better. | am not blaming him
for that.

The Hon. P. H. Lockyer: Not your best speech,
Mr Hetherington.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

THE HON. L. G. PRATT (Lower West) [5.35
p-m.]: I am glad the Opposition has taken the op-
portunity 10 use this motion 10 show clearly its
growing concern at the high standing of the
Premier of this State. It is obvious that the louder
Opposition members barck, the greater their con-
cern.

I support the motion; it is one which is moved
by all Governments, no matter what their colour.
[ recollect as a member of the Armadale-
Kelmscott Shire Council the occasion when the
representatives of the then Labor Government
rang up late one Friday afternoon, three wecks
into December, to say they could not attend a
council function; their management of Parliament
was 50 bad that they were sitting just before
Christmas. Obviously, the QOpposition did the
same thing; it suspended Standing Orders, as we
do, and as all Governments do to facilitate mat-
ters. But even after Standing Orders had been
suspended the then Labor Government was un-
able to dispose of its business until a week before
Christmas. We will be finished before that be-
cause our business is well managed.

The Hon. ). M. Brown: That is a ridiculous
stalement.

The Hon. I. G. PRATT: The Premier’s man-
agement of the Government is well iltustrated by
the concern expressed by Mr Hetherington and
his like when they get the chance. When they say
things like this it is a pretty good indication to the
people of this State that the Premier is doing a
good job; his standing is high, and the Opposition
is trying to con people into believing otherwise.

THE HON. FRED McKENZIE (East Metro-
politan} [5.37 p.m.]: We have to be fair to Mr
Hetherington; at no stage did he oppose the mo-
tion. He simply informed the House that Parlia-
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ment was mismanaged. [t has been mismanaged.
A couple of weeks ago we sat here until 3.30 a.m.,
and until 6.30 a.m. the following day, and then we
have had Thursdays off. I1 is absolutely idiotic to
sit all night,

The Hon. G. E. Masters: You kept that going
well.

The Hon. FRED McKENZIE: Now we have to
face a motion of this nature so that we can all go
home well and truly before Christmas.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: Do you want to stay?

The Hon. FRED McKENZIE: | do not deny
that next year when we are in Government we
may do the same thing.

The Hon. P. H. Lockyer: Even you do not be-
lieve that.

The Hon. FRED McKENZIE: Since we have
been here we have always wanted to rush away
before Christmas, and get away as quickly as
possible.

I rose to point out that the interjeclors were not
fair 1o Mr Hetherington, and neither was Mr
Pratt, because Mr Hetheringion did not oppose
the motion. He said Parliament had been mis-
managed, and so it has. | look for a better
peformance next year when the Labor Party is in
Government. If it is not a better performance,
please tell us.

THE HON. 1. G, MEDCALF (Metro-
politan—Leader of the House) [5.39p.m.]: The
Hon. Robert Hetherington atiempted to disarm
me by saying he did not blame me for the state of
the agenda, but 1 cannot altow the comments he
made about the mismanagement of Parliament, or
the mismanagement by the Premier, to pass un-
noticed. The fact is, I am responsible so far as this
House is concerned, for setting the agenda and
fixing the times of sitting, and the items on the
notice paper. It is irue 1 depend 10 a large extent
on the items which come from the other House.
However, we also initiate business in this House.

[ accept responsibility for the fact that we sat
late on two nights in debating the Industrial Arbi-
tration Bill. That decision was made in the light
of the facts at the time, and [ believe it was the
right decision. We have not sat on some
Thursdays because there has been little point in
sitting when there is little on the agenda. 1t would
have been futile to bring the House back when
there was nothing, or very little, to discuss, simply
to warm the seats in the House. 1 am sure mem-
bers have many other useful things they can do. .
In order to conserve time and energy we did not
sit on some Thursdays. There is little point in sit-
ting when there is nothing on the agenda. [ accept
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responsibility for the decision. It was accepted
just as readily by members of the Opposition as it
was by members of the Government. Not one
member of the Opposition objected when a de-
cision was made not 1o sit on a Thursday.

The Hon. Garry Kelly: What can we do about
i?

Several members interjected.

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: It was greeted
with acclamation. | do not know about the Hon.
Garry Kelly; he may have preferred to sit on
Thursday and do nothing, but 1 do not think other
members of the House would care to do thal.

Several members interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Ordert

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF: It is easy to criti-
cise the conduct of this Parliament and of the
Premier, and il is easy on any occasion Lo speak in
generalitics and use extravapgant phrases about
“haphazard mismanagement”. | could do that on
any day of the week, but I do not because while
one may get a cheap headline, it is meaningless
and gets one nowhere; people know in their hearis
it is untrue. For these rcasons | reject the criti-
cism of mismanagement of this Parliament, and |
ask for support of this motion.

Question put and passed.

NEW BUSINESS: TIME LIMIT
Suspension of Standing Order No. 117

THE HON. L G. MEDCALF (Metro-
politan—Leader of the House) [5.4]1 p.m.]: |
move—

That during the remainder of this session,
Standing Order 117 (limit of time for com-
mencing new business) be suspended.

Question put and passed.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL: CHAMBER
Procedurc for Cail: Statement by President

THE PRESIDENT (the Hon. Clive Griffiths):
Before we get onto Orders of the Day, 1 want to
remind honourable members that whenever it is
their desire 10 address the Chair, or to get the
call, it is necessary for them when standing to in-
dicate that they want the call. The President is
not a clairvoyant, and it is not the function of the
Presidemt or the Chairman of Commitiees to
guess that a member is standing up with the idea
of wanting to say something. In other words, it is
the honourable member’s responsibility to call for
attention. 1 will impose thal requirement in
future.
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ACTS AMENDMENT (MINING) BILL
Report
Report of Committee adopted.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by the Hon.
1. G. Medcalf {Leader of the House), and re-
turned to the Assembly with an amendment.

ROAD TRAFFIC AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2)
Third Reading

THE HON. G. E. MASTERS (West—Minister
for Labour and Industry) [5.44 p.m.]): | move—

That the Bitl be now read a third time.

THE HON. J. M. BERINSON (North-East
Merropolitan) [5.45 p.m.]: I 1ake the opportunity
on the third reading to urge upon the Minister the
need for a reprint of the Road Traffic Act. [ note
that the last reprint was on 22 July 1980, and that
is fairly recent as reprints go. However, in the two
years since that time we have seen six amending
Acts 1o the Road Traffic Act, some of which are
of substantial significance. The Bill we are now
about to pass centainly comes into tha category,
being a document of 31 pages.

Unlike many other Acts, the Road Traffic Act
is constantly in use and under reference. The pen-
alties provided under the present legislation are
severe and they should be readily undersiood by
anybody who has any business to refer to the Act.
Although I am sure there is heavy pressure on the
reprinting facilities, a high priority should be
given to this measure.

THE HON. G. E. MASTERS (West—Minister
for Labour and Industry) [5.46 p.m.]: I accept the
Hon. Joe Berinson’s remarks. His comment is a
fair one, and 1 will draw it to the attention of the
Minister responsible for the operation of the Act.
I will support his comments.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time and passed.

LAW REFORM (MISCELLANEOUS PRO-
VISIONS) AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from 2 November.

THE HON. J. M. BERINSON (North-East
Metropolitan) [5.47 p.m.]: The purpose of this
Bill is to reverse the effect of the decision of the
High Court in the case of Fitch v. Hyde-Cates
which was heard in September 1981 and decided
in April of this year. In that case, the High Court
held, contrary to the general view, that an award
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to dependants unpder the equivalent of our Fatal
Accidents Act did not preclude a further award
under the equivalent of our Law Reform
{Miscellaneous Pravisions} Act.

The result of that case was to produce an unex-
pected and unintended effect of the law. It
introduced the possibility of the duplication of
very substantial awards, and as the Attorney Gen-
eral indicated, that meant, in turn, the likelihood
of heavy additional burdens on the people who
pay premiums for such cover as motor vehicle
insurance, workers' compensation, and public risk
liability.

The additional burden of premiums would not
be conclusive, on its own, in deciding one’s atti-
tude to a Bill of this kind. Basically, the question
is whether the duplication of awards which the
High Court decision permits is either necessary or
justified.

Long experience in a system which has assumed
that the duplication is not possible suggests that
the answer should be in the negative. All other
mainland States have accepted that view and
either have lepislated or are in the process of
legislating to negate the effect of the High Court
decision. That scems 10 be a proper position to
take, and the Opposition supports the Bill on that
basis.

THE HON. L. G. MEDCALF (Metro-
palitan—Attorney General) [5.49 p.m.]: 1 thank
the honourable member for indicating that the
Qpposition supports this legislation. It is only
necessary for me 1o add for the benefit of the
House that the decision in a matter such as this
was not taken lightly and was not taken without
careful regard for the fact that, had we not taken
the decision in the face of the actions other States
with the exception of Tasmania have taken, we
could well have found anomalies creeping into our
system, and proceedings which should have been
brought in the other States being brought here,
For those reasons, 1 commend the Bill to the
House.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commiltee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without debate,
reported withoul amendment, and the report
adopted.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by the Hon.
I. G. Medcalf (Attorney General), and
transmitted 10 the Assembly.
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MOTOR VEHICLE (THIRD PARTY
INSURANCE) AMENDMENT BILL

In Commitiee

Resumed from 2 November. The Deputy
Chairman of Committees {the Hon. 1. G. Prait)
in the Chair; the Hon. R. G. Pike (Chief Sec-
retary) in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1: Short title and citation—

Progress was reported after the clause had been
partly considered.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 2 to {9 pui and passed.
Clause 20: Section 34 inserted—

The Hon. J. M. BERINSON: 1 intend to op-
pose this clause and to move an amendment, fail-
ing an adequate reply to matters which I propose
to put to the Chief Secretary.

Before I deal with the clause in a substantive
way, it is only fair to acknowledge the extent to
which the Chief Secretary has been prepared to
accommodate the Opposition with time to con-
sider his second reading reply. There was some
misunderstanding between us, as a result of which
I did not expect this debate 1o come on until next
week. That is a shame, because | have found one
day to be inadequate for the purpose. On the
other hand, | am not certain that a week or even
longer would have been enough time either, be-
cause we are in an area of considerable com-
plexity.

In the course of my second reading comments, |
said that one of the lessons which emerged from
this Bill was the relative uselessness of our ordi-
nary parliamentary procedures for examining in
detail the operations of various departments and
agencies. The difficulties in that respect were
highlighted last night when, in response to fairly
detailed questions, the Chief Secretary came back
with a detailed reply. If the ordinary course of de-
bate within the Chamber was adequate for the
purpose, one would think that would dispose of
the matter. ln fact, however, all that happened
was that the Chief Secretary’s reply raised rather
more questions than we started off with.

We were treated to the blithe introduction of
terms like “pool years™”, which, we were told,
should be contrasted with and kept clearly separ-
ate in our minds from things like “ordinary
financial years”. That seems to be good advice,
and [ am prepared to take it.

The Hon. R. G. Pike: Arc you prepared to take
a dive?

The Hon. J. M. BERINSON: [ know roughly
what a financial year is and how the accounts for
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a financial year are put together. | confess { do
not have the faintest idea how the accounts for a
pool year are put together, although we did get
some hints from the Chiel Secretary’s reply in re-
spect of the feeding back into pool years of
changes in claims and investment results.

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.30 p.m.

The Hon. J. M. BERINSON: My main theme
during the second reading was based on the fact
that after receiving about $6 million in payouis
between 1964 and 1975, participating insurers are
now being released from their obligation to pay to
the trust about 35 million on account of losses
suffered since 1975,

| indicated also that a release of thal nature
might well be appropriate to the last two
participating insurers remaining, that is the SGIO
and the FAI Insurance Group, but 1 did not see
that that applied 10 insurers who had already
withdrawn from the scheme.

The Chief Secretary corrected me in an impori-
ant respect. | had gained the impression that
participating insurers were entitled in years of
profit to share the profit or an amount equal to
five per cent of the premiums in that year, which-
ever was the lesser. The Chief Secretary con-
firmed that that part of my understanding was
correct. Where | went wrong was in believing that
the same applied in years when the MVIT suf-
fered a loss. In that situation 1 said earlier that it
seemed to me that the insurers would be liable to
pay to the MVIT the losses of five per cent of the
premiums in that year, whichever was the lesser.
In fact, the Chief Secretary indicated—and | ac-
cept—that no such limit applies in respect of the
years of loss. To that extent the fact that losses of
over 550 million were incurred by the MVIT be-
tween 1976 and 1981 would seem Lo make even
more serious the matters to which 1 have drawn
attention.

The basic difference between the Chiel Sec-
retary’s position and mine arises from the Minis-
ter’s view that any apparent entitlement of the
MVIT 10 receive paymenis from participating
insurers is illusory. The reason for that, as he put
it, was that the Act permits losses in any year to
be balanced against profits in a future year. |1 do
nol accept that although | do concede that the
subject at this point becomes so complex that it is
almost impossible 1o pursue by the normal forms
of debate in the Chamber. This much however
would appear to be clear: The insurers who re-
tired from participation under the Act belween
1976 and 1981 remain liable for their share of the
losses in those years. In response 10 my specific
invilation to comment, the Minister has con-
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firmed that my understanding in that respect was
carrect. Where | was in error was in
underestimating the extent of the participating
insurers' liability which arises as a resuit.

I refer members 10 1he table incorporated in my
second reading speech on page 4273 of Hansard.
Two tables are on that page and [ refer to the
table in the right-hand column. On the basis of
the figures set out in the fourth column of that
table I estimated that participating insurers up to
the year ended 1981 had a contingent liability to
the trust of about $8.6 million. In fact, however,
the Minister’s correction of my understanding of
the liability for loss means that the correct
column to consider in this 1able is not the fourth
column but the second column. From that second
column it emerges that the contingent liability of
participating insurers for the years 1976 10 1981,
is not in the order of $8 million but something
over $61 million. That is the effect of the Minis-
ter's correction.

I have said that the Chief Secretary and I part
company on this quesion of the effect of future
profits as a set-off against the liabilities created
by the losses in those years. My reason for dif-
fering from him is that I do not see that
participating insurers can rely on the profits of
investment income of years beyond the date on
which they voluntarily withdrew from the scheme.
It seems to me that their withdrawal precludes
their reliance on the profits of years beyond that
point. In any event even if | am wrong in that as
well, the fact that a 5 per cent limit applies to
shares of profit must have the result that the
insurers would take almost forever 10 get back
their contributions.

The net effect of the procedure must be a ben-
efit of some millions of dollars to the insurers and
an equal detriment lo the premium paying motor-
ists. The only thing which 1 find myself com-
pletely unable to do is 1o quantify now the amount
of money involved. It is quite beyond the pro-
cedures in this Chamber 10 pursue the techni-
calities of the bookkeeping and accounting system
in relation to pool years in such a way as would
clarify that. 1 remain confident, however, that
whatever the true nature of this special account-
ing system the net result of clause 20 of this Bill
will be to benefit the participating insurers by at
least some millions of dollars and to put the
motorists, of course, to detriment to the same ex-
tent.

Another part of the Minister’s explanation is
unsatisfactory. Explaining why the financial year
statements might be different from the so-called
pool year statements, he said this—
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This occurs because in the annual accounts
the very substantial investment income re-
ceived in a particular year is all credited to
that year, whereas it is spread over the vari-
ous pool years in proportion to the funds held
in respect of each of the various pools; . . .

I am sure that is all very clear to members and in
particular to the Hon. Norman Moore, who has
been following this matter with such avid interest,
However, to try to clarify what all that means is
indeed impossible.

Let me take for example the year, any year
would have the same effect—ended 30 June 1976.
[ turn to the financial statements for that period.
The bottom line of the profit and loss account for
that year indicates a surplus for the year of
$5.241 million. The Minister’s statement would
seem to suggest that the true end result for the
1976 pool year would show a greater satrplus than
that because it would be entitled 10 a share in the
investment income of years later than 1976, 1
think that is a fair representation of what the
Minister said. The problem with that proposition
is that the bottom line surplus of $5.241 million
itsell includes a figure of $5.048 million from
interest received from investment in thal year.
According 10 the Minister’s explanation that
$5.048 million, representing income from
investments, shou!d be traced back for purposes of
pool year statements to previous years.

What [ am trying to explain is that one cannot
have it both ways. One cannot say that one is not
entitled to take the whole of the investment from
that year into that particular pool year but at the
same time say that one is nevertheless entitled o
take into that pool year part of the investment in-
come from future years.

Perhaps the point emerges even more clearly if
we look at the accounts for the year ended 30
June 1982. These show that the net deficit for the
year was $27.991 million, but that is after 1aking
account of income from investments of $16.407
million. Again, I put it 10 the Chamber that if we
are 1o follow the Minister’s explanation and ac-
cept that $16.467 million should be credited back
to earlier pool years from which the investment
sum was drawn, the loss for the year ended 30
June 1981 would be not $27.991 million, but
$44.399 million.

[t is truc apain, following the Minister’s expla-
nation that the $44 million would be reduced in
subsequent ycars by the benefit of fulure
investiment income. One can only guess without
any solid basis for the comment—and | would
hazard such a guess—that it is unlikely that
investments from future income distributed back
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to 1981 would do any more than replace $16.407
million which is shown as investment income in
any event.

I am well aware that all of that is as clear as
mud. The Minister took a week, with the suppart
of the MVIT, to bring down his explanations. I
have said earlier that a day is insufficient for me
to put all these threads together for the purpose of
my own understanding, let alone for the purpose
of explanation to others. 1 have conceded also I
would not have been helped much had the Minis-
ter given us more than a week before the Bill was
again discussed in Commitiee. These really are
matters 1o be sent to accountants and actuaries
and it is only with professional expertise that one
can come to understand the real position in dol-
lars and cents.

For my own purposes | remain convinced that
whatever the result of this, in general it could be
said a large sum of money is being left with
insurers and effectively being taken out of the
pockets of the motorists.

I have only one further general comment to
make, which does not go precisely to the problems
I have been discussing to this stage. In the course
of my second reading speech 1 drew attention to
the fact that over a period of seven months [
asked three times for the same information. The
information 1 sought was the profit or loss, or to
be more accurate, the surplus or deficit of the
MVIT for the 12 months ended 30 June 1982,
The result of those three inquiries was as follows:
I was told once that the estimated deficit was $5.5
million. It emerged within a couple of months
that the actual deficit ranged between $11 million
and 39 million depending on factors on which 1
need not now report. Between those two occasions
on which | was given figures apart by 35 million,
as representing the profit of the MVIT in that 12
months, 1 was given a further figure showing that
it had made a loss of $1.2 million. [ raised a
question as to how those answers could possibly
be accommodated one to the other.

With due respect to the Chief Secretary, this
part of his reply was surely the most meaningless
and evasive of all because he atiempted to put the
prablem of this wild distribution of answers onto
the same basis of confusion between the state-
ments for the financial years and the statements
for the so-called pool years. That answer has got
to be wrong. It must be unacceptable because
every time | asked that .question I asked it in the
same form. | had never heard of pool year
financial statements. That was a concepl that was
totally remote from what I had under consider-
ation and there was no rcason for me to ask about
the results of any pool years. [ simply asked what
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was the estimated profit or loss for the year ended
30 June 1982.

1 asked the questions in that form because it
was the only form of question that occurred 10 me
and in response to those three identical questions [
received those different answers. | say no more at
the moment, but that the problem illustrated by
those sets of figures and others | presented at the
same time were simply not addressed in the
answer provided by the Chief Secretary.

[ refer to a proposed amendment which has
already been distributed to members.

The Hon. Robert Hetherington: 1t is a good
amendment too.

The Hon. J. M. BERINSON: For reasons |
have already explained, this amendment has been
provided under pressure cooker conditions and I
would like 10 express my appreciation for the help
of the Clerk in this respect. Nonetheless, il is
quite possible, under the circumstances, that there
is something in this draft which does not really
reflect my intention. | therefore propose to indi-
cate what is intended by this amendment in the
hope that whatever the Government’s reaction to
it, it will not seck to rely on some fault in the ex-
pression. ’

The amendment is in two parts. The first will
have the effect that the two participating insurers,
that is, the SG10 and FAIL will have the benelit
of this Bill as though no amendment had been
made at all. In respect of these Llwo insurers [ pro-
pose that the Government’s intention should apply
that there should be a release equally from
liabilities and entitlements. In case | have pre-
viously given the reason for my differentiating the
position of the two continuing insurers from those
which have previously withdrawn, [ will indicate
the reason.

The reason is that the continuing participating
insurers could indeed look forward—-—-admittedly
over a lengthy period—to recouping whatever
they arc now obliged to pay out as a result of
participating in the trust over future years in
which the trust made a profit. To that extent the
removal of these insurers from the scheme in all
ways seems fair. They are providing a consider-
ation by way of their future entitlements to profits
apainst their current contingent liability to con-
tribute to losses. That amendment would become
clause 20(1).

Clause 20(2) is intended to express the view
that participating insurers which have already
withdrawn from the scheme should be subject, up
10 the date of withdrawal, to precisely the same
rights and liabilities as they presently enjoy. On
my understanding of the Bill, this will mean that
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participating insurers will have to contribute to
the trust a subsiantial proportion at least of the
$6 million that which has been paid out by the
trust to them in recent years.

On the other hand, if 1the Minister is carrect, no
harm will be done. The liability to contribute to
losses will indeed be matched by their rights 1o
future entitlements. That seems t0 me to be the
sort of proposition that a reasonable man like the
Chief Secretary will latch on to with alacrity, and
1 1ake it the broad smile on his face indicates his
consent.

It is not unusual for large and serious matters
to go largely unnoticed. That is not just a guestion
of what happens in the Parliament, but it is also
typical of the media’s treatment of parliamentary
affairs. 1 am reasonably confident that if a week
ago | had come into the Parliament and accused
the Minister of improperly using $5 worth of
Government petrol on the private use of his minis-
terial car I would have reached the headlines.
Coming in with something as insignificant as the
loss of a mere $5 million or $6 million from the
State funds attracted not a word in the media.
That is understandable because the sorts of mat-
ters 1 was raising were admittedly technical and
difficult to follow.

Similarly in this Chamber, and in spite of this
being important, we have really come down to a
conversation between the Chief Secretary and
myself. While that is all very civilised and conviv-
ial, it does not indicate I have succeeded too well
to this stage in attracting the interest of other
members. The fact, however, that the matter is
complicated should not discourage us from pursu-
ing it properly. | have raised these matters
seriously and as best | can in a reasonable attempt
to give a proper analysis of a situation which is
really quite difficult to understand, given the
paucity of the reports on which study must be
based.

I commend my proposed amendments to the
Committee as a way of testing in the best fashion
possible what is the true position. In conclusion I
repeat that if I am right the motorists of Western
Australia will benefit. If 1 am wrong, no harm
will be done to anyone, including the participating
insurers. | move the following amendments—

Page 8, line 9—Insert after the expression
“34” the expression “(1)”.

Page 8, line 12—Delete the words “any
time before™ and substitute the words “the
time of ™.

Page 8, line 29—Insert the following new
subsection to stand as subsection (2)—
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(2) Subject to subsection (1) of this sec-
tion, any person who was, but who, be-
fore the commencement of the Motor
Vehicle (Third Party Insurance)
Amendment Act 1982, withdrew as, a
participating approved insurer shall, for
the purposes of entitlement to the ben-
efits or incurring the obligations of an
approved participating insurer under
this Act, be treated as if the Motor Ve-
hicle (Third Party Insurance) Amend-
ment Act 1982 had not been passed.

The Hon. R. G. PIKE: 1 oppose the amend-

ments.
The Hon. J. M. Berinson: I cannot believe it,

The Hon. R. G. PIKE: In doing so, 1 would like
to make reference 1o some of the points made by
the Hon. J. M. Berinson. 1 commence by saying a
loss can be offset against not only future profits,
but also a past profit. 1 agree that probably, it is
beyond anyone to quantify with certainty what
will be the deficit. Who can say how much
jnvestment income will be earned in future years,
or by how much claims actually paid will develop
from present estimates?

The pool result for 1980-81 was not a deficit of
about $40 million as sugpested by the Hon. J. M.
Berinson; in fact, it was $7.7 million.

The Hon. Robert Hetherington: It changes
every lime il is mentioned.

The Hon. R. G. PIKE: This is because a sub-
stantial proportion of the claims for 1980-81 re-
lates to previous pools.

I po on to make the point that because many of
the unfinalised pools continue to ¢arn substantial
income and thus their deficits are reduced and be-
cause under the present Act it is possible to offset
a deficit in any one year against a surplus of
either an earlier or a subsequent year, it is not
possible Lo say exactly what contributions might
need to be made by or what payments made to
participatling insurers.

Likewise, it is not possible accurately to fore-
cast how each of the pool years eventually will
finish up. However, it is very probable the aggre-
gate deficit in all of the pools will be wiped out
even though perhaps some small deficits may have
remained from individual years.

The Hon. J. M. Berinson: Can you say at what
point of time it would be likely to be wiped out?

The Hon. R. G. PIKE: There is no way of de-
termining that factor.

The effect of the amendments are, firstly, that
any partiCipating insurer at the time the Bill
comes into operation is relieved from any obli-
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gation 10 continue to contribute to a deficit, and
loses the right to receive a distribution from a sur-
plus. In other words, the insurer is neutralised.
Secondly, any participating insurer which with-
draws prior to the Bill’s coming into operation
will continue to be liable to contribute to any defi-
cit and to be entitled to receive a distribution
from a surplus as if the Bill had not been passed.

Under the Bill as it stands, all participating
insurers, whether they have previously withdrawn,
or are still participants, are exoneraled from any
further liabilities, and relinquish the right 10 any
further dividends. In other words, the slate is
wiped clean.

The amendments could create some quite
ludicrous and palpably unfair situations. It might
be supposed that those participanis who already
had withdrawn would, if the amendments were
agreed 1o, inevitably face the necessity of con-
tributing to the deficits which presently are shown
in the accounts of the 1rusi. Further, it may well
be the case that these deficits eventually will be
converted to surpluses because of the envisaged
investment income which will continue to be
credited to the pool years concerned for a number
of years 10 come. Indeed, there is no doubt that
will be the case with at least some deficit pools.

That being so, participating insurers would re-
ceive a dividend in respect of the surplus that
would thus occur, and the ability under the Act to
offset a deficit against an undistributed surplus
could result in participants having to pay very
little, if anything, by way of contribution to a
deficit. So, the amendments might well produce a
completely unexpected windfall (o those
participating insurers who have chosen lo cease to
be participating insurers.

The Hon. J. M. Berinson: 1 concede you are ab-
solutely right; you have pointed up the omission of
vital words from my amendments. If you care 10
allow me to indicate those words, it might obviate
the need for the rest of your criticism.

The Hon. R. G. PIKE: I think | will continue,
because | am aboul 10 move to another point.
However, in the meantime, the member has the
opportunity 1o drafl the appropriate words.

What of the participants who have stuck with
the Motor Vehicle Insurance Trust? As the Hon.
J. M. Berinson mentioned, only two remain, one
of which is the State Government Insurance
Office, which now holds an interest of almost 100
per cent; the other holds an interest of a fraction
less than one per cent. Despite their apparent loy-
alty to the trust, the effect of the amendment
would be to deny those remaining participants of
any right 1o a dividend; they would not be permit-
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ted 10 receive any money at all. Of course, the two
remaining participants also would be freed from
any obligation 1o meet a deficit. However,
although it cannot be predicted with any certainty
how the unfinalised pools will end up, the prob-
ability is thai, in aggregate, they will turn suf-
ficiently into credit 10 return a dividend to those
two participants. The effects of the amendments
clearly are unreasonable. The proposition in the
Bill as it stands thal the slate shall be wiped clean
is the best and most sensible way of resolving the
position. Therefore, | support the Bill, and oppose
the amendment.

The Hon. J. M. BERINSON: | deal with the
Minister’s reply in three parts. in the first part of
his reply, he pointed out that liability for losses
can be offset against entitlements not only to
future profits, but also to past profits. So far as [
can understand from replies to questions on this
subject, past profils now have been distributed for
all the poo! years up to and including 30 June
1975. That seems 10 be the effect of the reference
contained in the 1982 financial accounts to distri-
bution to participating insurers for the three years
1973, 1974, and 1975.

The result of that is that, with the exception of
a small amount of about 3262 000 available for
distribution from the anticipated surplus for the
financial year ended June 1976, there are no past
profits on which to fall back. We are left with ac-
cumulated losses amounting in total to something
like $60 million, to be funded in full by the
participating insurers.

The next part of the Minister’s comment re-
lated 10 the effect of the amendments on the State
Government Insurance Office. My understanding
of the situation is that under the amendments, the
position of the S.G.1.0. and the FAI insurances
Group would be precisely the same as it is under
the Bill; namely, there will be 2 mutual release of
both rights and oblipations which the Minister
says should be applied to all insurers. The wiping
clean of the slate under the Bill is supposed 10
apply to all insurers. As 1 understand the effect of
my amendments, the wiping clean of the slate will
still apply 1o the SGIO.

This brings me to the third matter raised by the
Chief Secretary. He so much enjoyed his criticism
that even after ! conceded he was right, he could
not bring himself to come to a halt.

The Hon. R. G. Pike: That is not quite true;
another matter had been introduced, and you
know it.

The Hon. J. M. BERINSON: Plecase allow me
a little latitude. The Minister is quite correct in
saying the acceptance of the amendment as dis-
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tributed would result in some ludicrous situations.
It was precisely because [ feared that the haste in
which the amendments had been drawn up might
result in something like that happening that [
qualified the intreduction of the amendments by
indicating exactly what was intended. 1 concede
again to the Chiefl Secretary that the wording of
the amendment as distributed is deficient. In
order to indicate clearly what is intended, | seek
leave to amend my amendment as follows—

By adding after the words “be treated™ in
line 10 of new subsection (2) the words “up
to the date of withdrawal™.

Leave granted.

The Hon. J. M. BERINSON: At the risk of
repetition, the effect of the correction to the
amendment will be to reflect the intention |
outlined earlier regarding participating insurers
which withdrew prior to the introduction of this
Bill—which means every participating insurer
except the two companies named. The inlention is
that they should keep their entitlement te any
past or future distributions of profits, and should
retain their liability to contribute to past losses.
Of course, they cannot possibly be fixed with
liability to contribute to future losses, because
they have withdrawn; that must be absolutely
cicar. S0, the only question which remains is: are
they or are they not entitled to the benefit of
profits made beyond the date of their withdrawal?
That is the intention, and I trust the amendment
in its correct form reflects that intention.

Whether it does or not, 1 think it would be ap-
propriate for the Chief Secretary to comment on
the principle I am proposing to the Committee,
without undue concern at this time for the precise
terminology that is appropriate,

The Hon. R. G. PIKE: As 1| opposed the
honourable member’s amendment. | now oppose
his amended amendment. In regard 1o 1he finance
structure, there is a limit of five per cent on the
premium incomes on past distributions; that is to
say, not all the profits were distributed. There is
still a surplus of about $16 million of undistribu-
ted profits from the year 1975-76—that is from
the finalised pool.

The Hon. J. M. Berinson: That is against the
56l

The Hon. R. G. PIKE: I have not gone into the
details, but the honourable member’s figure of
$61 is also incorrect.

The Hon. J. M. Berinson: It was taken from the
trust’s financial accounts.
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The Hon. R. G. PIKE: If the honourable mem-
ber looks at it, | think he will Tind it is $51
million.

I now direct my attention to the amendment
specifically, and 1 make this comment: the ad-
ditional words make no difference whatsoever.
The final investment income earned afier the date
of withdrawal must still be credited to the pool for
the years in respect of which the income was
earned. | ask the Commitiee to oppose the
amendment.

Amendment pul and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report

Bill reported, without amendment, and the re-
port adopted.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by the Hon.
R. G. Pike (Chief Secretary), and passed.

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED
REVENUE FUND) BILL

Consideration of Tabled Paper

Debate resumed from 20 Oclober.

THE HON. N. F. MOORE (Lower North)
[8.18 p.m.]; This item on the notice paper relates
10 the House taking notice of tabled papers, which
are, of course, the Budget papers presented in the
other House by the Treasurer,

The tradition in this House has been that mem-
bers may take the opportunity of this debate to
discuss any subjects, and | propose 10 take advan-
tage of that radition tonight 1o discuss matiers
refating particularly to my electorate, Bearing in
mind, of course, that we are in a pre-election
pertod, | propose to advise the House of the aspir-
ations and needs of the people whom [ represent
in this House.

I commence my remarks by referring to the
Australian Labor Parly’s campaign in the
Murchison-Eyre electorate.

The Hon. J. M. Brown: I thought you made
your election speech last night!

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: I was looking after
one half of my constituents then; tonight 1 am
looking afier the other half.

The Hon. J. M. Brown: Don’t you have any
pastoralists up there?

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: As members are
aware, my clectorate covers Murchison-Eyre and

[COUNCIL]

Gascoyne—two Assembly seats. 1 wish to relate
my comments initially to the ALP campaign in
the Murchison-Eyre electorate. As at this time,
there is no ALP campaign in the Gascoyne ¢lec-
torate, because it has not endorsed a candidate for
that seat.

The opening of the ALP campaign commenced
with the endorsement of a Mr Frank Donovan.
Mr Donavan has been described to me as a left-
wing sacialist of some note.

The Hon. J. M. Brown: A very fine person ac-
tually.

" The Hon. N. F. MOORE: Mr Donovan went to
Press just subsequent—

The Hon. Robert Hetherington: Do you mean
that fine person, Mr Frank Donovan?

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: That is a description
the honourable member may have of him, but it is
not what 1 hear.

The Hon. Robert Hetherington: Tt is quite a
good description.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: Upon being
endorsed, Mr Frank Donovan made a statement
to the effect that his campaign would be aimed at
enrolling illiterate Aborigines. He estimated that
in the central reserves and the Aboriginal com-
mupities of Murchison-Eyre about 1400 to 1 800
Aborigines were not on the electoral roll. He said
that he would go out and enrol these Aborigines,
and, presumably, he thought they would vote
Labor and, therefore, he would win the seat. He
said also—I] was amazed and rather interested to
hear him say this—that he was doing it because
he could not rely on Lhe Lraditional white Labor
vote.

The results of that comment have come home
to roost. Mr Donovan’s traditional white Labor
supporters did not appreciate his statement and
they have let him know, in no uncertain terms,
that they object 10 the form of division he is en-
deavouring 1o create in the community.

After Mr Donovan made that siate-
ment—which was reported widely in the
Press—he was employed by the Federal member
for Kalgoorlie (Mr Graeme Campbell) as a re-
search assistant. | understand that this is very
convenient for Mr Donovan, as he could become a
full-time candidate for the seat of Murchison-
Eyre with his salary paid by the taxpayers of Aus-
tralia. | understand that the Hon. Tom Stephens,
regretiably not with us tonight because of a back
injury, was also an employee of Mr Campbell. I
seems that Graeme Campbell has decided that
anybody who becomes an ALP endorsed candi-
date should have a job with him so that, as his
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employee, the person can then spend all his time
campaigning for a forthcoming election.

The Hon. Lyla Ellion: Why don’t you tell us
about Mr W. W. Miichell who is paid by the
Premier and who is a candidate for 1he Liberal
Party?

The Hon. P. G. Pendal: We have had all this
before.

The Hon. ). M. Berinson: Actually the Mitchell
position is much worse.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: Mr Donovan has
taken on the role of Mr Campbell’s chicl adviser
on affairs in Murchison-Eyre. | know that he does
not spend a great deal of time in any other part of
Mr Campbelt’s clectorate. 1 know he lives in
Kalgoorlie and travels extensively in the
Murchison at the expense of the taxpayer.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: That is a joke!

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: The taxpayers are
paying Mr Donovan's salary 1o travel throughout
the electorate.

The Hon. J. M. Brown: He is a keen, conscien-
tious, and honest employee.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: | am sure there is no
doubt about that. He is a keen employee, and he
is aiming 10 win the seat of Murchison-Eyre.

The Hon. Lyla Elliow: What about
Mitchelt in Gosnells?

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: Following the em-
ployment of Mr Donovan by Mr Campbell, the
ALP cndorsed a Mr Brian Wyaltt, a gentleman
who has been described to me also as somewhat of
a radical activist, to oppose me in the Lower
North Province. Mr Wyatt happens to be a part
Aboriginal, and this ties in with the comments of
Mr Donovan that the intention of the ALP is to
sign up | 400 10 | 800 illiterate Aborigines in the
Aboriginal reserves. Bearing in mind that the
ALP cannot rely on the traditional white Labor
vole, it is using the “expertise™ of Mr Wyalt.

The Hon. J. M. Brown: Your facts are not cor-
rect. Mr Wyatt was endorsed a long time afier
Mr Donovan’s endorsement.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: That is what [ am
saying.

The Hon. J. M. Brown: You just referred to his
first comments. You are not telling the truth.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: | beg vour pardon.

The PRESIDENT: Order! | ask the honourable
member to direct his comments to the Chair and
to ignore the interjections.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: Thank you, Mr
President: | will endeavour to do that. The
honourable gentleman may well be correct in re-
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lation to the time factor. 1 am saying this is the
order in which the events occurred. In fact, we
have a scenario, if one likes, for the ALP cam-
paign in the seats of Murchison-Eyre and the
Lower North Province. First of all, we have the
endorsement of Mr Donovan, then his employ-
ment  with Mr  Campbell, and then the
endorsement of Mr Wyatt. These are the steps
and the timing of them.

The Hon. Garry Kelly: What is wrong with
that?

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: That is what | am
saying, | find a lot wrong with it. If the honour-
able member is prepared to admit publicly, in this
House, 1hat he thinks the enrolment of illiterate
Aborigines with the intention of getting them 10
vole is a fair and reasonable way to go about an
election campaign, that is his affair. | am expos-
ing to the House what the ALP is doing.

The Hon. Robert Hetherington: The illiterates
should not be enrolled! Your predecessors in the
19th century believed that white illiterate people
should not be enrolled.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: | do not say they
should not be enrolled. 1 am just saying what is
happening in the electorate because the ALP can-
not rely on its normal voters.

The Hon. J. M. Brown: That is rot.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: The campaign is to
enrol Aborigines, and 1 understand that Mr
Whyatt is the Chairman of the Aboriginal Hostel
Association, another publicly funded organisation.

The Hon. Robert Hetherington: | suppose you
could say that when | was endorsed | was paid by
the taxpayers.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: Mr Wyatt has cam-
paigned throughout the Lower North Province
electorate, and this is creating division in the
commuaity.

Several members interjected.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: { have been advised
to ignore the interjections.

The Hon. Robert Hetherington: You were a
school teacher, and you were publicly funded.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: When 1 was em-
ployed as a school teacher, 1 was teaching chil-
dren to the department’s syllabus. ! was not
journeying all over the countryside trying lo win
vates. ln fact, 1 applied for half a day off without
pay to attend a meeting with the Depuly Premier
and | was refused. That was the only time | en-
deavoured to obtain time off. What is happening
here is that Mr Donovan and Mr Wyatt, both
being funded by the Federal Government, are
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spending their lime campaigning, and Oppesition
members think that is all right!

The Hon. Garry Kelly: What about Bill
Mitchell? He is on the public payroll here.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: That has been ex-
plained already on countless occasions. | do not
intend 10 get inlo an argument on that.

The Hon. J. M. Berinson: Let us hear your ver-
sion of the explanation.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: We have this scen-
ario developing in Murchison-Eyre. Into the scen-
ario comes Mr Aubrey Lynch—the National Ab-
original Conference delegate for the eastern gold-
fields district. Mr Lynch was elected on a non-
political platform. | am aware of that because 1
have spoken to many Aboriginal people in the
Eastern Goldfields who told me they had sup-
ported Mr Lynch because he said he would not
bring politics into his position as a National Abor-
iginal Conference representative. Personally, |
have a great deal of time for Mr Lynch. I think
he is a fine man. He is an Aboriginal, a justice of
the peace, and a wonderful person. However, he
has broken the promise that he gave to the people
that he would not bring politics into the position
of NAC representative.

The first | knew of Mr Lynch's political activi-
ties was when | saw a photograph of him in the
Daily News. He had a scowl on his face—it was
the first time | had ever seen him scowling—and
he was holding up two handfuls of electoral cards
and was reported as saying, “1 have ta get out to
the central reserves to sign up the Abariginal
people, because the current Government is doing
nothing for them.” | had never before heard Mr
Lynch say that, nor have | heard him say that
subsequently. Obviously Mr Lynch has been got
at—if I may put it that way—by all the people
working with Commonwealth money in the
Kalgoorlie area. It was a complete turnaround for
Mr Lynch and | am prepared to say publicly that
while | hold him in the highest regard, | am also
very disappointed—

Point of Order

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: | would like to
seck a withdrawal of the comment that Mr Lynch
has been “got at” by these people. It is a
reflection on those people and the member has no
right 1o say those things about people who are not
here 1o defend themselves.

The PRESIDENT: Order! There is no point of
order.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: Have a chat 1o the
bloke next to you.

[COUNCIL]

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT: May [ say the
member is suggesting some sort of corruption is
involved.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The member knows
there is no point of order.

Debate (on motion} Resumed

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: There appears to
have been a change of attitude on the part of Mr
Lynch. The nature of his behaviour in these limes
is quite out of ¢haracter with what one normally
expects of him. | understand from information
given to me that he has spent a great deal of time
cnrolling Aborigines throughout Murchison-Eyre.

The Hon. Fred McKenzie: What is wrong with
that?

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: I am not saying
there is anything wrong with it.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: You are implying it.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: Why would the
Labor Party people—candidates and their sup-
poriers—wish to enrol illiterate Aborigines? Ob-
viously they are doing that 10 try to win votes.

The Hon. Garry Kelly interjected.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: This gentlemen
makes it very difficult for me 10 contain my im-
patience bearing in mind some of the remarks he
makes. In the main, the Aboriginal people who
are being enrolled are illiterate because they live
out in the central reserve areas.

The Han. Lyla Elliott: That does not mean they
are unintelligent.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: | would be the first
to agree they are probably more intelligent than
most of us. [ am saying they are illiterate.

What is the ALP promising these Aboriginal
people in order to win their votes? Let us look at
some of the promises il makes. The ALP promises
the Aborigines land rights. What are land rights?
The ALP promises the Aborigines a treaty. What
is a treaty? The ALP promises increased welfare
services.

The Hon. Robert Hetherington: What is a
treaty?

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: [ shall get on to that.
The ALP representatlives also talk about giving
Aborigines more autonomy ard control over their
own affairs.

Let us look at thesec promises in more detail.
Firstly, let us examine land rights. | shall go to
one extreme of the land rights argument and
suggest that we are not looking at the land rights
movement at all; we are looking at a national lib-
eration front.
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The Hon. Garry Kelly: Subversives!

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: | am not saying that.
We arc looking at a movement by a group of
people in Australia—] am not saying they are
Aboriginal people—who are trying to develop
within Australia a separate Aboriginal nation.

The Han. P. G. Pendal: That is right.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: | shall quote the re-
marks of a person held in high regard by the Hon.
Robert Hetherington. 1 refer to Dr H. C. Coombs
and | shall quote what he said—

The Hon. Robert Hetherington: 1 hold Dr
Coombs in high regard in 2 number of ways, but
he does nol commit me to anything.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: 1 am not even saying
that the Labor Party is involved in this. T hope it
is not. However, a group of people in Australia
have this in mind and [ suggest Dr Coombs is
giving a lead 10 those sorts of people by saying
what | am about 1o quote to members.

A passage from the winter 1981 issue of a pub-
lication called Identity is quoted in a book titled
Red Over Black by Geoff McDanald. In his book
he quotes a message given to Aborigines by the
“Aboriginal treaty committee™, a group of white
people headed by Dr H. C. Coombs, as follows—

We started work in April, 1979, and from
the beginning we told Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islanders what we were trying 10 do.
But some of you may not have heard of this.
Identity now gives us the chance to tell our
story.

We decided to work for a Treaty between
your people and the Australian Government,
which would say for the first time that you
have been fighting almost 200 years for your
land and that peaple rom other countries
took that land from you by force.

Woe think that the Treaiy should give back
to you, forever, important parts of your land
in every State (as in the Northern Territory
and South Australia), and that it should give
to you every year a fixed share of the wealth
which all the land of Australia produces. The
money would be for you to use, as you de-
cide. No government, Federal or Siate,
would be able to tell you how to spend it.

Incidentally, this maney, may [ suggest, comes
from the wealth of the whole country, not just the
Aboriginal nation. To continue—
Also, you would continue 1o get all the
social service money which is the right of all
Australian citizens.

The Treaty shouid protect your tanguages,
your laws and your ways of living, your danc-
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ing and singing and what you believe. It
would respect all this.

The Treaty should allow you to control
your own lives in your own way, On your own
land. [t should help you to keep your own
groups for health and housing and legal ser-
vice and your own clubs, in other parts of
Australia.

Talking and deciding is not our business.
Our job is to make all other Australians, who
are not of Aboriginal or Islander descent, tell
our politicians that they must listen to you
and make that Treaty like you want.

That is what Dr H. C. Coombs is suggesting to
those people in Australia who believe we should
have a separate Aboriginal nation. He talks about
a basis for a new nation as a result of the treaiy.

The Hon. Lyla Elliott: It is no different from
the treaties in the USA. They have treaties with
the [ndians.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: Maybe they do; | am
talking about Australia, my clectorate, and my
electars. Some people want this. Let us have a
look at who wants a separate Aboriginal nation in
Australia. I do not know whether the ALP wants
it. I know it believes in land rights for Aborigines,
so perhaps, inadvertently, it believes in a separate
nation—I do not know.

I believe the World Council of Churches be-
liecves we should have a separate Aboriginal
nation. We had a deilegation from the World
Council of Churches led by Anwar Barkat and
Elizabeth Adler. They visited Australia with the
intention to create racial strife here and their re-
port has been discredited by anyone who knows
anything about the subjeci. Let us look at what a
suborganisation of the World Council of
Churches had to say. Elizabeth Adler, from East
Germany, is the head of this organisation which,
in my opinion, is 2 Communist front. There is no
question in my mind about that and my opinion is
supporied by other people who are knowledgeable
on the subject.

I have a sneaking suspicion some Common-
wealith Government peaple think we should have a
separate Aboriginal nation. While the current
Federal Government probably does not realise
what it is doing in relation 10 Aborigines, it is as-
sisting the people who believe we should have a
separate Aboriginal Siate.

Let us look at what Geofl McDonald has to say
aboul the Federal Government in respect of this
matter. [ quote from page 90 of his book Red
Over Black—it is an interesting book and |
suggest members read it if 1they have Lime—where
he says—
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To repeat an elementary lesson in politics,
no matter how much the Federal Govern-
ment bends over backwards in making con-
cession after concession, including opposition
to Queensland, in betraying Rhodesia, in be-
coming a leader in the fight against South
Africa, in attacking the New Zealand
Government, employing Marxists to head
Government departments dealing with Abor-
iginal affairs, kow-towing to the Third
World, condemning so-called racism,
declaring Auslralia to be a multi-cultural
nation, changing our traditional immigration
policies away from Britain and Europe,
makes no dilference 10 Australia’s enemigs,
They still declare the Federal Government to
be *racist” and they will continue to do so.
No battle can be won by continual retreat.

We are not dealing with a reformist move-
ment seeking gains for the Aboriginals or
anyone clse. It is a struggle for power which
in the Communist directives means a com-
plete scparate nation flying the yellow, black
and red Mag already on display everywhere
since the first tent “embassy™ was established
10 years ago.

Members will recall the “embassy™ which was on
the lawn of Parliament House in Canberra.

The Hon. Garry Kelly: Wasn't that the League
of Rights?

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: That is Mr
McDonald’s opinion of the Federal Government.

The Han. Raobert Hetherington: May 1 have the
title of the book, the name of the author, and the
publisher?

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: The title of the book
is Red Over Black—Behind the Aboriginal Land
Rights; it is written by Geoff McDonald, and
published by Veritas Publishing Company Pty.
Lid., P.O. Box 20, Bullsbrook, WA 6084.

The Hon. Garry Kelly: Who is
McDanald?

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: He is a former mem-
ber of th¢ Communist Party of Australia. He
spem many years in the Communist Party and
has since resigned because he does not agree with
the direction in which the Communist Party is en-
deavouring to take Australia. He is also a well
known and respected member of the trade’ union
movement. He wrote a book because of his con-
cern about the way in which the land rights
groups in Australia are being taken over and used
by Communist subversives.

Geolf

The Hon. Garry Kelly: He is not a member of
the Labor Party.

[COUNCIL]

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: | did not say he was.
The trouble with members opposite is that they
seem 1o think that, because | am talking about
these matters, | am talking about them. If the
Hon. Garry Kelly wants to apologise for what the
Communist Party is doing, let him do so. | did not
say the ALP was doing this. | have assumed the
ALP may be heading towards that direction, but
members opposite know better than I about that
matler. However, members opposite should not
apologise for the Communist Party unless they
agree with what it is doing.

The Hon. Garry Kelly: Come on!

The Hon N. F. MOORE: We have looked at
who wants this. We have looked at the ALP and |
assume it wants land rights. Does it want a separ-
ate Aboriginal nation?

The Hon. Fred McKenzie: No.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: Is the Hon. Fred
McKenzie speaking on behalf of the ALP?

The Hon. Fred McKenzie: Yes.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: The World Council
of Churches, the Communist Party and,
inadveriently, the Federal Government are all
heading in this direction and they are supported
by pecple like Dr Coombs and his treaty com-
mittee. They are asking for all the things 1 quoted
in that document, such as their own land, no
interference by Federal or State Governments,
etc. One could not get much closer to a separate
nation than when one is advocating those sorts of
things.

Who does nol want a separale Aboriginal
nation? In my opinion, most Aborigines do not.
Aboriginal needs are being used by various people
in our community 1o further their own ends and
this is not what the Aborigines themselves want.

The Hon. Robert Hetherington: You can speak
for all of them, can you?

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: A very interesting
phenomenon occurred in my electorate recently.
It was called the “*Aboriginal revival movement”
and it began at a place called Elcho Island in the
Northern Territory. Some Aboriginal people
moved down from there into other Aboriginal
communities throughout Australia, particularly
throughout the central reserves area, reviving
Christianity. These people went to Warburton
Range and ‘“converted” some of the Aboriginal
people there.

These people claim to have had visions and to
have been told by the person who appeared before
them that they should preach the Christian
gospel. They have moved from Warbuton,
throughout the south-west of Western Australia
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and I undersiand they are moving into the norih-
west as well. They are preaching a return 10
Christianity, but interestingly they are also taking
an anti-land rights line.

[ went to a revival meeting at Mt. Margarel
Mission which was attended by approximately
2000 people. T saw a person stand up and heard
him say, “We are not for tand rights. We are
anti-land rights. We are opposed to the land
rights movement.”

! 1alked to Bobby Scott who was interviewed by
a reporter from The Austrafian on Thursday, |
July. I shall quote what Bobby Scott said to the
reporter, because he made the same statement to
me. Bobby Scoll is an Aboriginal stockman and
prospector who lives in the Laverion-Leonora
area. He is a man of great wisdom and has an
enormous sense of humour. 1 quote—

Mr Scott is alse critical of what he says
Aborigines throughout central Western Aus-
tralia belicve is an anti-missionary attitude
held by many Department of Aboriginal Af-
fairs employees and academic anthropol-
ogists.

“Some of these people want to take us
back to the stone age, but we are not
interested,” he said.

“In Warburton and the nearby communi-
ties we no longer have the tribal law, we have
the new law. There is no more fighting. No
more drinking.

“The Lord Jesus Christ is the best welfare
of the lot.”

This fellow is a full-blooded Aboriginal who be-
lieves Abarigines should become part of the wider
community; he does not want separatism. The
main fecling | got from this revival movement was
that this group of Aboriginal people in that area
say, “We don't wanl to fight white people. We
don’t want to Tight for land rights. We don’t want
to complain all the time. We want to become part
of the wider community, and be accepted as part
of that wider community and share in the wealth
and benefits of that community.” That is their at-
titude; it is one of being co-operative, not one of
being argumentative.

What that movement is doing in Western Aus-
tralia is one of the most positive actions | have
seen taken in regard 1o Aboriginal welfare. In
fact, in the eastern and norihern goldfields region
it has been able 10 rehabilitate alcoholics who
have been in that condition for years and years.
Suddenly they have given up drink—just like
that—and have stayed off it. This situation is
totally alien to and different from the situation
about which [ spoke earlier, and totally different
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from that which seme people have in mind for the
Aboriginal people of Australia.

Fortunailely Aboriginal people have a great
basic intelligence—the Hon. Lyla Elliott does not
think [ believe Aboriginal people have this
intellipence—and great common sense—

The Hen. Lyla Elliott interjected.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: —that allows them
not to fall for the argument peddled to them by
the sorts of people who think Aborigines should
be different from other Australians.

Somebody suggested that the reason lor my
making ihese comments is that an election is
around the corner. | have a greai deal of concern
for the Abariginal electors of my province. Some
of the outstanding people of my electorate are
Aboriginal people, people like Sadie Connor, who
was the matron of the Leonora Hospital. | have
mentioned Bobby Scott and Aubrey Lynch, and
talked about several others wha work for the Edu-
cation Department in Kalgoorlie. One is Maurice
Brownley. These people have been prepared to say
that they do not want to be separate from the
wider community. They say, “We don’t want to
live in a hut in the bush; we want to use our
abilities to become part of the wider white
community”—if one cares to use that term—"and
to take advantage of its great benefits.” These
people have succeeded, and are respected citizens
of the community. On the other hand, we still
have many Aborigines living in what can only be
described as squalid and dreadful conditions.

The West Australian published the other day a
couple of articles by a reporter who visited
Laverton. He was most scathing in his attack on
the conditions in which Aborigines live in that
area. | know Laverton well, and must admit that ]
am appalled every time 1 see those canditions.
This reporter pointed out in his second article that
on a hill just outside Laverton there are four or
five buildings—for want of a better word—that
could be used. They are nothing special, but could
be done up to provide some shelier for Aberiginal
people in Laverton, but no Aboriginal person
wants 1o live there because somebody died there.
It is an Aboriginal tradition that until after a
certain period ane does not live in a place where
somebody has died. 1 accept thai as part of the
Aboriginal culture, but it makes the situation
difficult.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: It has been there for
seven years, [ think.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: Yes, | think that is
s0. In addition, the roundhouse was discussed. It
is an incredible building; at one time it was called
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the opera house, because it has a roof similar to
that of the Sydney Opera House. It was designed
by an architect who thought he knew everything
about Aborigines. The roof slopes to the middle of
the building, and when it rains the water ends up
in a puddle in the middle of the house. That did
nol seem (o matler 10 those who put up the
$50 000 or $60 000 for its construction. 1 under-
stand more money was 10 be put up for another
roof Lo be construcied so that the water course
would be reversed. The house has been there for
seven or eight years, but nobody lives in it because
it is not the sort of house Aboriginal people want.

1 mention this because of the great difficulty
Governments of any persvasion have in providing
housing for itinerant Aboriginal people; they do
not want houses similar to those that the average
white fellow would want, such as in Floreat Park.
The needs of Aboriginal people are quite differ-
ent. It will be 2 long time before we can provide
housing for Aboriginal people which will not
make others in the community distraught or shud-
der when they see that housing or the conditions
in which the Aboriginal people live. It is
interesting that many Aborigines probably enjoy
the type of housing in which they live presently.

I will turn now 1o a few malters in respect of
some of the 1owns in my province, and | will men-
tion some of the aspirations of my people. | will
mention some of the achievements the Govern-
ment has made in recent years.

The electorate of Murchison-Eyre is an enor-
mous parl of Western Australia, of about nine
shires, and includes quite a number of towns.
Naturally the locations are quite spread out and
isolated.

One of the smallest towns is Menzies. It can
claim to be the last 1own in Western Australia 1o
have established in it a branch of the State
Library. Uniil about a month ago every other
shire in Western Australia had a library branch,
but Menzies did not. I am pleased to say the Hon.
Bob Pike recently visited Menzies to open that
branch of the State Library. Admittedly, it is
sitnated on a closed verandah of the local schoal,
but it is something the small population of
Menzies appreciate very much.

] must mention another maller concerning
Menzies, which ought 1o be raised at this time. |
regrel that § must apain talk about Aborigines as
a sort of separate group in the community, but
this point relates to the Aboriginal reserve at that
town. The conditions of that reserve are little bet-
ter than squalid. 1 understand that this year elec-
tricity has been connected at the reserve by the
State Energy Commission; however, there is still a

[COUNCIL]

great need for major upgrading of that reserve. A
need exists also for Aboriginal housing, although
I do not mean three-bedroom brick-and-tile resi-
dences, | mean houses suited to the needs of the
Aboriginal people in the Menzies area.

Members would be aware that in the Leonora
area during the last four years or so, the Govern-
ment has provided a new hospital at a cost of $1.3
million. At present negoliations are well in hand
for the establishment of an Aboriginal village. At
Leonora we are endeavouring to provide conven-
tional housing for those Aborigines who require it.
In fact, a number of Aboriginal people a1 Leonora
live quite happily in conventional houses. We are
seeking also the provision of a village for the
Aboriginal people who live just outside the
town—Ifringe dwellers if one cares 1o use the
term. In addition, we seek pensioner units for the
elderly people so that they can be looked after and
live in relatively comfortable conditions. The
State Housing Commission would provide the
pensioner units, and a caretaker would look after
those elderly people.

The town of Laverton, which 1 have mentioned
already, has had its ups and downs over the years.
When [ lived there as principal of the school,
prior 10 becoming a member of Parliament, the
mine at Windarra was operating at full steam
ahead and the town was booming with a popu-
lation of 1 500 or so. Regrettably a couple of
years ago the world nickel price was such that the
mine had to be closed down. For a couple of years
it was kept on a care and maintenance basis, but
fortunately the mine has since reopened, partly
because Western Mining Corporation Lid. and its
partner, the Shell corporation, were able to de-
velop the Lancefield goldmine in conjunction with
the nickel mine. The Lancefield goldmine has pro-
vided a boost to the nickel mine; it has provided a
cash flow for the company 10 enable it to operate
the nickel mine. Laverton now has two mines and
the town is back 1o about the size it was prior 10
the closure of the mine in 1978.

I feel some action should be taken in regard to
another matter of concern to Laverton. This mat-
ter was referred to in the newspapers articles to
which I made reference earlier. [t must be under-
stood that there are basically three different sorts
of Aboriginal people. The first are those who live
in towns—for want of a better word, “normal”
people. The second are those who could be termed
fringe dwellers, people who prefer 10 live in
bumpies on the outskirts of towns. The third are
transient people; they move from one place to
another every two or three weeks.

Money has been made available by the Federal
Government 1o the local Aboriginal community at
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Laverton, the Wongatha Wonganarra com-
munity. The money is partly for ihe provision of
walering points so that the transienis do not have
to go into Lhe 1own to obtain water; water will be
available where they camp. Portable ablution fa-
cilities, tents and other accommodation will be
available for people living in and around the area
of Laverton.

| would like to see consideration given to the
provision of some type of village accommodation
for the fringe dwellers, the people who do not
want 10 live in conventional houses. They require
some form of housing of a more permanent nature
than thal provided for transients.

I referred earlier 10 Mt. Margaret, a small
place outside Laverton. That is where | attended
the revival meeting. Mt. Margaret has a special
place in my mind, so far as my electoraie is con-
cerned. I claim as my first achievement as a mem-
ber of Parliament the provision of a new school at
Mt. Marparet. The old school had been brought
in at the wrn of the century from Mt. Morgan,
and was totally unsuviled and practically falling
down. The department has provided a brand new,
air-conditioned school. 1t is comfortable not only
for 1he Leachers, but also for the children. It was
opened officially earlier this year by Mr Clarko,
the Minister for Education.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: How many students
are there?

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: The number varies
between 40 and 15; it varies considerably. As |
have said, the people of that arca move between
the central reserves at Mt1. Marpgaret and Wiluna,
and take their children with them. The new school
was air-conditioned, so there was a need for a new
SEC power facility. However, a problem still
exists in regard to the provision of water. That
provision is an old problem in many parts of the
northern goldfields area; some places have plenty
of water, but others have none.

Through the Commonwealth Department of
Aboriginal Affairs money has been provided in
this year's State Budget for the Public Works De-
partment to investigate the provision of and to
pravide a water supply for the Mt. Margaret com-
munity. Approximately $180000 has been allo-
cated for this project. | trust that in the not-100-
distamt Tuture a proper water supply will be pro-
vided for that community.

Another community mentioned in the Press of
late is the Cundeelee community. The people of
that community were settled there many years
ago for a variety of reasons. Cundeelee is totally
unsuitable for the type of setilemem that pres-
ently exists, mainly because little water is
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available. Successive Governments have said that
because little water is available a permanent com-
munily cannot be established, and, therefore,
money will not be spent to pravide proper facili-
ties for the people uniil they are shifted some-
where ¢lse.

No-one has found anywhere else for this com-
munity, or has even looked very hard for such a
place. The people have been fobbed off and
fobbed off while nothing has been done for them.

At a meeting in November or December last
year with the then Federal Minister for Aborigi-
nal Affairs, Senator Baume, when he visited the
Cundeclee community, it was agreed that the
people of that community will go to a place called
Coonana. It is adjacent to Cundeelec—a pastoral
lease that was on the market.

It is understood that there is water at Coonana
in sufficient quantities to establish a community
with proper facilities for the Cundeelee people.
The question of the transfer of the pastoral lease
by the State Government to the Aboriginal com-
munity was a matter which caused a great deal of
concern. Flak was flying on both sides.

The State Government announced recently that
the Coonana pastoral lease would be transferred
immediately to the Cundeelee Pastoral Company.
This was announced on i1 October this year. In-
itially the State Government had said that the
lease would not be transferred until such time as a
survey of sacred sites had been undertaken and
those sites had been established.

The Government in its wisdom, has decided
now that it will transfer the lease but there has
been some hold up in relation to the Aboriginal
development Commission paying the money. An
article on this matier appeared in the Kalgoorlie
Miner under the heading “Transfer of lease ‘a
hollow victory’ ™. This causes me some concern
because every time the State Government tries to
do something for the Aboriginal people, such
comments are made, This article quotes a Dr lan
Hills who has a Ph.D in psychology from James
Cook University in Townsville. He has come out
as an expert on Aboriginal matters. The article
stales—

Dr Hills said in Kalgoarlie that just before
the announcement that the Siate Govern-
ment had also decided 1o delay the erection
of houses for communily members by at least
another four years.

“This fact was not announced by the
Premier,” he said.

He then said it would take four years for houses

and buildings of that nature to be built and there

was still some doubt about whether there was suf-
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ficient water at Coonana. He said it would take
some time before all this would occur. 1t will take
a2 number of years and that is regrettable. 1 use
this speech 10 suggest to the Government that it
ought ta deal with this matter as quickly as pos-
sible because it is a matter of urgency to the com-
munity. However, to say i1 will take four years to
come aboul is nonsense.

When | attended the meeting with the com-
munity and Senator Baume, the Federal member
for Kalgoorlie was present also. He endeavoured
to talk the community out of going to Coonana.
He suggested they should go somewhere cast of
Coonana, yet the community wished 10 go to
Coonana. This Dr Hill is now blaming the State
Government for the fact that insufficient water is
available at Coonana. He is blaming the Govern-
ment when the Aboriginal people themselves
voled 10 go there.

The Hon. D. ). Wordswarth: The pastoral
leases were not passed because there was no water
at Coonana.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: The argument put
forward by the vendors of the lease is that
sufficient waiter is available there. 1 do not know
whether that is so. If there is no water, it is of no
use building a community there.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: That is the reason
for the two year delay.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: A number of other
Aboriginal communities are situated throughout
the Murchison-Eyre region. They extend from
Warburton to Blackstone, through to Wingelinna,
right through the central desert area. Over re-
cent ycars the attitude of the Government has
been to diversify its services to encourage small
groups 1o develop so that we do not have a con-
centration of people living in one area.

The Warburton community is large:; and too
many people are there. This is placing pressure on
the services. The people are moving to small
outstations and the Government is providing
water and schaol facilities at those places,

An activity in which young Aboriginal children
are involved and which causes me some concern is
that of petrol sniffing. It is a serious problem
amongst young Aboriginal children. Some even
have a can filled with petrol tied on a piece of
rope which hangs around their neck so they can
sniff all the time. The effects of smiffing petrol are
similar to most other drugs of addiction. This ac-
tivity has a disastrous effect an the mind and the
health of those involved in it. Tt is a little like al-
coholism; it is difficull 10 prevent because people
must have petrol to fill their cars and it is not un-
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usual for young people to milk petrol tanks or
drums which are lying around the communities.

Something must be done about this problem,
but it is like saying the Government should cure
alcoholism. 1t is difficult 10 prevent petrol sniffing
but we ought 10 be aware, as members of Parlia-
ment, that this activity is occurring. It is increas-
ing.

I would like to refer to two of the newer towns
in this State—Leinster and Teutonic Bore. These
are delightful places but at present, like all other
mining areas, they are suffering from the effects
of low world prices for their products. These
towns have most things provided for them by the
company. The conditions of setting up these
mining operations were similar 1o those set up in
the Pilbara. The company provided the essential
infrastructure and as a consequence the input of
the Governmeni has been minimal.

However, Leinster has no community hall or
gymnasium. The community has got together in a
fuad raising scheme and has put forward a sub-
mission 1o the Department for Youth, Sport and
Recreation for a grant to build a hall. I raise this
matter in the hope that the Hon. Robert Pike wil
take notice of this submission and ensure that the
people of Leinster obtain a much needed com-
munity facility. We all know how important a hall
is to a country town, and Leinster is no exception.

Teutonic Bore is a town which produces zinc
and copper. It has had a dilficult life because pro-
duction began at a time when most copper mines
around the world were ctosing. The company de-
cided to take the plunge and get in quickly and
develop a rich body in a short time 1o get a cash
Nlow as quickly as possible. The Government
reduced the royalties payable on copper so that
the Teutanic Bore operation could remain viable.
[ congratulate the Government for its action and
the company for its faith in the future.

On a previous occasion [ quoted 10 the House
the speech of Sir James Foots, the then chairman
of Mt. Isa Mines. He spoke about the vision of
mining companies and this has been shown at
Teutonic Bore. Those members who have not
beeen to that part of Western Australia and who
would like to see the newest and second-newest
towns in Western Australia should make that trip
because the State Government recently has pro-
vided a bitumen road from Leonora to Leinster. It
is one of the best roads in the State and it is a de-
lightful drive. :

Another town | wish (o mention is Wiluna
which was a mining town in its heyday. Most
people left the town except for the Aboriginal
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peaple wha live at the Ngangganawili community,
east of the town.

The Ngangganawili community operates a very
successful orchard called the Desert Farm which
grows magnificent fruit. The emu farm which is
located at Wiluna is another activity where Abor-
iginal people are emploved. In Wiluna we have
the situation where all Aboriginal adults are em-
ployed. People must work before they obtain their
pay, which is in lieu of the dole cheque. However,
there is still the problem of alcohol in the
community. Alcohol abuse occurs and the revival
movement has not had as much success in the
town as it has had in other parts of Western
Australiz. We have 2 spectacle at the Wiluna
Hatel on Friday nights which is something which
must be seen to be believed.

However, in this town of Wiluna which can be
recognised miles away by aircraft because it
glitters—because of the broken glass and cans
about the arca—is a green oasis: the local school.

Approximately 1978 the principal of Wiluna
school was Len Hayward who said to the Edu-
cation Department that if it wanted to help him
he would turn the community into the best school
in the country. The department had faith in him
and agreed to his request to build a barbed wire
fence around the school to keep the Aboriginal
people out. Len Hayward was part Aboriginal
and 11 is regretlable he died last Christmas.

He and his staff got together and made the
school a credil 1o the town. The lawns cover about
one acre and trces are growing all around the
area. The school is clean. When the children go 1o
school their home clothes are taken away and
washed. They are fed at the school and wear their
school clothes. When it is time 10 go home their
home clothes are put an and they travel L0 miles
by bus te their community.

The Aboriginal mothers provide the money for
the food and they do the washing of the clothes.
No-one is allowed inside the school premises with-
out the invitation of the principal, and the chil-
dren stay there all day.

We have a modern civilisation in the middle of
this area which is suffering from terrible de-
pression. Len Hayward was a fine man. | had the
privilege to attend a small ceremony in Wiluna
which was auended by the Minister for Edu-
cation. A plague was set into the ground to com-
memorate Len Hayward. The area was full of
people who had come 1o pay their respects ta this
fine man. He has been succeeded by a new princi-
pal—Patrick Burke—who is the youngest man to
be promoted 10 a class 3 schoal in the history of
the Education Depariment.
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He is carrying on the great tradition of Len
Hayward in a different way, but he is achieving
similar if not better results. In Wiluna a
magnificent memorial exists 1o the hard work and
dedication of some people. |1 cannol speak too
highly of whai has been done there. It is most un-
fortunate that once one geis outside the school
grounds one sees broken bottles, cans, Aboriginal
people lying under the trees, people asleep in the
middle of the day, and the hotel full of people
drinking. It is a completely disgusting arrange-
ment. However, | guess when one has a school
like that, hope must exist for 1he fulure.

A favourite town of mine in the Murchison
arca is probably the smallest, Sandstone. 1t is the
smallest shire in terms of population in Western
Australia. The poputation of the town is about 30,
and yet for spirit and community involvement,
one would not find a better town anywhere. Twice
a year the people organise sporting functions for
all the residents in the surrounding towns; a
cricket knockout competition is played, and in
September a golf tournament is held. If one were
driving through, one would say “What a dreadful
place.” [t does not have a lot going for it. When
one spends time there one appreciates that. Yet
the people there who probably have the least also
complain the least. Members of Parliament know
how many complaints they get. Usually, those
with the most complain the most. Sandstone is a
prime example of people saying ““We live here by
our own choice; we have not got a lot going for us,
but we like it, and we will make the most of it.”" |
always like 1o put in a plug for the town when |
make a speech, and when | write 10 the Minister
for Telecommunications to urge him to extend
television to Sandstone. It is the only town in
Murchison-Eyre which does not have television.

The Hon. P. G. Pendal: What is the popu-
lation?

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: It is about 335, but
approximately 350 live in the shire.

The use of Intelsat IV aver the Pacific Ocean
has provided television to all the small towns
throughout Lower North Province. Each tawn has
a dish which picks up the signal from Intelsat V.
It is sent from Carnarvon then Lo Intelsat IV,
back 1o the dish at each town and then to the
townspeople. The Federal Government has pro-
vided that facility in the last couple of years, and
it has made a great difference to the people living
in isolated towns. | made a plea for Sandsione to
the Minister for Telecommunications, and | hope
the State might atso make a plea.

Sandstone is not far from the potential
Yeelirrie uranium mine. | have spoken about this
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on many occasions. It still has not got off the
ground; impediments have been put in the way by
unions and the ALP, and it has been affected by a
variety of other international marketing factors. 1
hope Yeelirrie can be developed because it will
have an enormous impact on the economy of
Woestern Australia, and a great impact on the
economy of the immediate area. [t will provide
better roads and services to the people living in
the district.

I feel the people who read this speech ought 10
know that the Government has been looking after
their interests in the last four or five years, and
will continue to do so in the future. It is important
that people know what is going on in other towns
in their area.

Meckatharra has been in a difficult situation in
respect of the provision of medical facilities. It
has been difficult to atiract qualified medical
practitioners {0 the Murchison area, and we are
very fortunate in the last six months to have at-
tracted a competent, highly qualified doctor. This
has improved the situation no end. A problem still
exists in other 1owns like Cue and Mt. Magnet, in
particular, where insufficient medical facilities
are available.

The first solar power station in Western Aus-
tralia, probably in Australia, will open in
Meekatharra on 19 November. It is a combined
venture of the Stale Energy Commission and a
West German firm. They have built a solar
energy electricity plant which will be used to sup-
plement the power supply from the conventional
power station. It will be opened this month by the
Minister for Fuel and Energy (the Hon. P. V.
Jones).

Cue is one town in the Murchison which has an
enormous future, in my opinion, as far as tourism
is concerncd. The problem Cue has, to which I
wish 1o refer, relates Lo its tourist potential. Cue
was built 1o last; the buildings were made of stone
and were quile substantial, and the intention was
that this town should be around for a long time.
Many other mining towns were built of corru-
gated iron and timber because no-one expected
them to last; when the mine closed, the people
picked up their houses and went off. Cue was dif-
ferent; people built substantial buildings there.
Unfortunately, even these buildings do not last
unless they are maintained.

We have some fine examples in Cue of archi-
tecture used in the Murchison poldfields at the
end of the last century and early this century.
These buildings are falling down, and will con-
tinue to do so unless someone decides to spend a
lot of money on them. It would be easy to say
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there is no point in preserving them because no-
one wanlis to use them, and to let them fall down.
That would be easy, but it would be a great
shame, as it is whenever we see anything of great
historical value destroyed, or allowed to deterio-
rate to the point where it no longer exists. 1 do not
know what is the answer to the future of Cue, but
I would love to see somecone put a big fence
around it, spend a couple of million dollars restor-
ing it, charge people to go in, and pay for it that
way.

11 looks like a wild west town—it is a replica of
what one sees in the western movies. Perhaps that
is a possible use for it. It is a fascinating place. |
do not know to whom to appeal; no-one seems to
have money for this. There is never enough money
for the preservation of old buildings.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: It even has its own
leaning tower of Pisa.

The Hon. P. G. Pendal: ) suggest that the
money from the instant lottery be used for that
purpose.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: That is an excellent
idea, and | trust Mr Pike heard that because it
would be a very good way to spend that money.
Perhaps we should use some TAB surplus funds
as well. Everyone else wants to spend it; why
should not 1 get in for my cut?

The Government decided recently to retain the
Mines Department office at Cue. This was a very
sensible move. The Mines Department was one of
the Government departments using the most clab-
orale building in town. That enabled the building
to be maintained. Then the Government, through
its Cabinet expenditure review commitlee, de-
cided 10 close the office at Cue which would have
meant half the building being evacuated. How-
ever, it would still have to be maintained or we
would face the ignominy of it falling down. Fortu-
nately, the Government has changed the decision
and the Mines Depariment office is to be re-
tained.

The town of Mt. Magnet is important because
of the Hill 50 goldmine. The Hill 50 goldmine
closed about 1974 because of the price of gold.
Aboul two years ago it reopened because, as
members know, the price of gold skyrocketed, and
provided a sufficient price for the company to
make a viable return to mining there. Times have
changed since the oid days of Mt. Magnet, be-
cause as the Hon. Ron Leeson would know,
people brought their own houses in the other old
goldmining towns. This happened al Mt. Magnet.
When the company returned to MiL. Magnet it
wanted to altract personnel, and it could not say
“Bring your own house.” The company has built a
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new subdivision in M1. Magnet, and we now have
a very atiractive new town.

It is sulfering from the problem of fluctuating
gold prices, as are all goldmining towns. It suffers
also from the lact that it does not have many of
the facilities provided at other mining towns
throughout the country, particularly those pro-
vided by companies. My colleagues and [ are en-
deavouring 10 convince the Government more
money is required to provide a recreation facility
at Mt. Magnet-—a grassed oval, and some form of
change rooms. Once again, | appeal to the Minis-
ter for Recreation to bear in mind the needs of
Mt. Magnei when he comes to cutting up the
cake.

The Hon. Neil Oliver; Will you Jeave anything
for anyone else?

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: | am not especially
worried about anyone else. | hope the proposal 10
which | have referred will come about in the
future, along with the provision of some sort of
medical facilities for the people of Mt. Magnet.

Yalgoo is another very small town, but a very
progressive communily, and in recent times we
have been able to provide that community with a
number of new facilities. I mention the new
nursing post which will be opened by the Minister
for Health next week. 1t is a brand new building
in the 1own and will provide a much needed fa-
cility for the people of Yalgoo. A new police
station is to bc opened later this year. The old
Warramboo house which was previously a hostel
run by the Department for Community Welfare
was closed through lack of patronage, but has
been refurbished and made into the policeman’s
house.

In the school we find yet another exceptional
teacher; his name is lan Lonnie. He has estab-
lished a farm at the Yalgoo schoel on which he
has all sorts of animals, and on which various
things are grown. He has provided a tremendous
educational environment for the children of
Yalgoo who under normal circumstances would
be deprived of various educational experiences.
Mr Lonnie has devoled an enormous amount of
time, not only schoo! time, but also out-of-hours
and holiday time, 10 providing a wonderful edu-
cational environment. He provides also horse
riding lessons and is planning a prassed oval and
things one would not normally expect school
teachers to do.

A couple of things need 10 be done. Yalgoo
does not have a water supply; people get their
water from a windmill in their backyard, which is
rather an inadequate situation in modern times.
The Government buildings in the town are reticu-
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lated from a tank on top of the hill, but people
whose residences are in town have to provide their
own water. We suggest to the State Government
that a proper reticulated water supply is a great
necessity for the town.

South of Yalgoo is another project 1 hope will
get off the ground in the not-oo-distant
future—the Golden Grove project. 1t promises to
be an enormous copper-zinc deposit. Exploration
has taken place over a period of years, and has
steadily increased the size of the potential ore
lode.

On a recent visit to Golden Grove, [ had dis-
cussions with the company executives who indi-
cated that a work force of 200 or 300, or perhaps
more, could be employed. The possibility of a
brand new town of 2000 or 3 000 people being
built just south of Yalgoo is being raised. The
company is talking about transporting the concen-
trated products to Geraldton for shipment, using
road trains; it suggests 24 road trains a day could
travel from Golden Grove to Geraldton. It is an
£10rmous project.

At present, the feasibility study has been com-
pleted, and we can expect an announcement about
the future of Golden Grove in the not-too-distant-
future. Golden Grove and Yeelirrie involve
investments of about $1 000 million together, and
they will have enormous benefits for the
Murchison area of Western Australia. 1 hope that
world ecanomic conditions improve to the extent
that these projects will get off the ground.

Located in the Gascoyne part of my eleciorate
is a shire which does nat have a town. It is prob-
ably the only shire in any part of the world in
which the local government authority has no
town. | refer to the Shire of Murchison. All that
exists is the shire clerk’s house, together with a
new sporting facility which was built with funds
provided partly by the Department for Youth,
Sport and Recreation.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: How many eleciors?

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: They have more
than Sandstone. I am not sure how many electors
there are.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: The last I heard. it
was 27.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: More people live in
the Shire of Murchison than in the Shire of Sand-
stone. The Shire of Murchison has asked the local
members to have a house provided by the State
Housing Commission. In effect, the shire wants to
start a town. | suppose we have to decide when a
town becomes a town—is it when it has more than
one house? If another house is provided, maybe a
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town will be started, which could be called
Mecberric, or Murchisen, if one likes.

A similar situation exists further up the road at
Gascoyne Junction, which is also a very small
place. It has ong¢ of the Ffacilities required in
country towns in Western Australia, and that is a
very pleasant little hotel. Apart from the hotel,
Gascoyne Junclion has a number of houses and a
school. 1 am pleased that, following the visit of
the Minister for Education, a new classroom for
the school will be provided, hopefuily at the be-
ginning of the 1983 school year.

The town of Denham often is referred o as
Shark Bay, but its correct name is Denham. In
my judgment, the town has an enormous future,
and that future is based on (ourism. We are
iwisting the arm of the Minister for Transport on
every possible occasion to expedite the sealing of
the road irom the main North-West Coastal
Highway into the town of Denham. About half of
the road is sealed, and money is being made
available gradually over the next six years for the
completion of the road. I hope that the Govern-
ment makes the money available earlier so that
the road can be completed more quickly.

A group of invesiors has mooted the possibility
of establishing a “Club Med” type of lacility
north of Denham. They intend to spend millions
of dollars on providing an international-type re-
sort, including the pravision of an airport 1o 1ake
large aireraft and proper facilities that one would
expect to find at a resort of this nature. The plan
is still at the feasibility stage, but if it is ever de-
veloped, the expenditure of many millions of dol-
lars would be a preat assel to the area of Shark
Bay.

While talking about Shark Bay, 1 pay tribute to
the founder of the Dolphin Foundation, a persen
by the name of Will Mason. At the place called
Monkey Mia, adjacent to the town of Denham,
tame dolphins come close 1o the shore and people
can wade oul, pat them, and communicate with
them in the way in which onc can communicate
with dolphins. Pcople feed fish to the dolphins,
and essentially, they are very friendly; but the
residents in the areca hold fears that silly people
will do the wrong thing by the dolphins—give
them the wrong food, or try to harm them in some
way. Wilf Mason, who owns the caravan park at
Monkey Mia, sct up the Dolphin Foundation
which is raising moncy (o provide a warden to pa-
trol the beach at Monkey Mia and protect the
dolphins.

Dolphins become as tame as this in very few
parts of the world, and the situation at Monkey
Mia should be preserved. [ do not know if the
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foundation requires any assistance from the
Government yel, but should it do so, 1 trust the
Gavernment will treat the request in a favourable
light.

The town of Denham’s future is restricted by
the amount of water available. The water supply
at Denham is provided through a desalination
plant—a reverse osmosis plant which removes the
salt and other impurities [rom the ground water
that is pumped up from the wells. Prior to the
building of the desalination plant, the people of
Denham had brackish water piped to their houses
to use in their toilets, for washing, and for things
of that nature. Each block now has twa pipes
carrying brackish water and water from the
desalination plant into the houses, and because of
this, cach house has to have two meters. [f one
lived in any other part of Western Australia, one
would not have two meters.

The Hen. H. W. Gayfer: What is a meter? |
live in Western Australia, but [ do not know what
one is.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: A meter is a device
through which water passes to record the amount
used.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer; Are they standard
practice?

The Hon. N, F. MOORE: Yes, in towns. Each
householder must have a meter 10 assess the
amount of desalinated water and the amount of
brackish water which is used. The people of
Denham have been required by the Government
to pay an additional fce, which is now $60. No-
body else is required to pay that. | have argued
consistently that the people should not have 1o
pay that fee.

The country arcas water supply scheme is de-
signed to enable all people living in the country to
pay the same price for their water, regardless of
how much it costs to produce it. 1 do not know
what it costs to take the water into a home—

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: It still costs $60 any-
where in the Siate.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: These people have 10
pay extra.

The Hon. D. }. Wordsworth: They are very
lucky 10 have a water supply.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: They have 10 pay
more than anybody else. We have a system in
Western Australia that, no matter where one
lives, one pays the sam- ... for water, with
the exception of Shark Bay. No matier where one
lives in Western Australia, one pays the same
amount for electricity.
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1 am 1alking about the peaple of Shark Bay.
They are reqguired to have two meters in order 1o
have a normal water supply. We should bear in
mind that the water supply they have is an in-
ferior one, because the good water is in limited
supply. Yet, the people are required to pay more.

The Government has consistently used the ar-
gument that, regardless of what it costs 1o pro-
duce the water, everyone will pay the same
amount, yet in Shark Bay a different system pre-
vails because the people are required 10 pay more.
That is not an equitable state of affairs.

Three or four years ago, when the Government
first implemented the charge—it was $10 then—I
presenied a petition 1o the House an the matter.
That was about 1978, and now the charge is $60.
[ guess one could argue about inflation—

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: It used 10 be $2 orig-
inally.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: —but that is inequi-
table. The people should pay at the same rate as
everybody else.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: Did you success-
fully persuade the Government to put in the
scheme in the first place.?

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: No. It was before
my time, regrettably. | would like to claim credit
for it, but 1 cannot. My colleague, the Hon. lan
Laurance, may have had a lot to do with the pro-
vision of the plant.

Across the bay from the town of Denham is a
place called Useless Loop. Useless Loop has a
population of about 200 people, together with a
most unusuat name.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: Where did it get that
name?

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: Suggestions have
been put forward, but [ could not relate exactly
what they are.

At Useless Loop, a gypsum mine and sait lakes
are in operation. Recently the company there was
restructured, and the AMP Society purchased a
fairly large share in the operation. As a result of
the restructuring, a greai deal more money has
been spent at Useless Loop, and the facilities pro-
vided for the people have improved immensely,
They will become even better.

At present, the State Government is negotiating
with the company for a new agreement on the
mining operation. Some matters which are caus-
ing concern nced to be resolved. In response to a
question asked by the Hon. Phil Lockyer
yesterday, | was pleased to hear today that the
‘company has agreed 10 provide a new school at
Useless Loop.
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Anothermatter which has yet to be resolved
involves the provision of freehold land. Some
people would regard this as unusual, but there is a
movement amongst the people of Useless Loop to
be given the right 10 buy freehold land in the
town. For many good reasons, some of the people
who live there would like to stay, even if the mine
did not continue 10 operate. 1 trust that the new
agreement will provide a facility for freehold land
to be made available, or even leasehold land on a
long-term basis, so that the people who wish 1o
can build their own homes at Useless Loop.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: They would have 10
be careful that the land did not become denuded,
because a lot of that area is terrifically prone 10
soil erosion.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: | do not think it is
any worse than in the surrounding areas. It is no
different from Denham.

The Hon. P. H. Lockyer: It is very easily
solved, by putting a house on it.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: We are not looking
at a town of 50 000 people. There might be 20
people who would like 1o put up a house. Mem-
bers should bear in mind that the people who
want to spend their money in the town will look
after it better than anybody else—more so than
the people who are just renting a house.

The Hon. P. H. Lockyer: They are very conser-
vation conscious up there.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: The most important
town in my electorate is Carnarvon, which con-
1ains the bulk of the papulation of the Lower
North Province. Over the years, many things have
happened in Carnarvon. The town has been ex-
panding rapidly, although i1 has had its ups and
downs. It has had a steady, progressive growth in
its industries over many years, and the growth ap-
pears to be continuing. Carnarvon is a fortunate
town in many ways, in the sense that it has a di-
versification of industry.

Carnarvon does not rely on one industry, as
does a nickel town. It has a variety of indus-
tries—{ishing, planiations, irrigated agriculture,
the salt industry; it is a major Government town;
it has Radio Australia, and a variety of service in-
dustries catering for the major industries.

As members know well, Carnarvon is cyclone
prone and flood prone, and one of the main prob-
lems in the future of Carnarvon is flood miti-
gation. Various Government agencies and consult-
anis have conducted major studies into the
question of flood mitigation. Various plans have
been put forward, but they have not been ac-
cepled, or they have been rejected by various
members of the community, for various reasons.
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The Government is still working on a way in
which it can overcome the difficulties of flooding
at Carnarvon.

Associated with this is the question of a new
bridge over the Gascoyne River, for which tenta-
tive plans have been drawn up; these are for a
bridge that will not be subject to flooding as, pres-
ently, whenever the Gascoyne River floods, the
road north from Carnarvon to the Pilbara is
closed because no-one can cross the existing
bridge. A new bridge would be of benefit to the
people on the north side of the river at Carnarvon
and places further narth.

However, this raises the problem of the necess-
ity for some land resumption, and | am pleased to
say the Minister lor Transport and Deputy Prem-
ier is to come to Carparvon to discuss with
interested people the potentialities that could arise
if the proposed new bridge were ever buill. It is
not something that will happen in the near future.

The Hon. H. W. Gayler: They would need to
have a committee first.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: Perhaps the member
is right.

As a member of Parliament representing
Carnarvon, | believe we should look at the conse-
quences of any land resumption and the effect of
a new bridge before any decision is made. I am
mindful that until the plans are finalised some
difficulties will be found with current town
planning, as some blocks which are in limbo can-
not be used because people do not know whether
the bridge is to be built.

A very interesting study presently is being
undertaken in the Carnarvon-Shark Bay area into
the snapper fishery. The Hon. Gordon Masters
was the Minister in charge of this matier at the
time, and he initiated the study, one which could
be the answer to many questions asked by the
Hon. Phil Lockyer and me about the snapper fish-
ery.

Many people suggest that trap fishing for snap-
per is detrimental to the quality of the fish and
that unless the fish is caught by line and handled
gently when it comes out of the sea we end up
with a very poor quality fish. The inquiry has
been established to fook at the effect of trap
fishing on the quality of snapper and to consider
the whole snapper industry. I look forward to the
results of that study because I think they will
assist the fishing industry generally in Carnarvon.

Many Aboriginal people live in Carnarvon and,
as is common throughout most country lowns,
housing is in short supply. Recently the State
Housing Commission built a new complex called
the “Bore Street Village”. It is quite a
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magnificent facility providing excellent housing
for a Jarge number of Aboriginal people. The way
they are looking after their homes shows they
have great pride i what has been provided. This
complex is a pgreat credit not only to the
Government but also to the people who live there.

Carnarvon is facing several very difficult prob-
lems which will need to be resolved in the near
future. 1 have mentioned already flood mitigation;
presently insufficient levee banks are provided to
protect the major part of the town during times of
flood, which is essentially the central business dis-
trict and the surrounding residential areas, while
all of East Carnarvon is without protection during
floods. That is a problem which must be resolved
if the future of Carnarvon is to be as gaod as it
can be.

A second problem needing to be resolved
ironically involves a water supply; on the one hand
we have the problem of too much water with
flooding and on the other hand we have a short-
age of a water supply. The shortage of water is
such that the plantation industry will not be able
to expand unless a significant amount of money is
spent an improving the water supply to the indus-
try.

1 do not believe we should say now that is as far
as the industry will go because it will cost 100
much to provide more water, and so we should not
think about the future of the industry. I think
Governments ought to adopt a great deal of
vision, a C. Y. O’Connor-like viston, of the future
of the plantation industry at Carnarvon.

We will always have a need for the produce of
Carnarvon; fruit and vegetables always will be in
greal demand because, as the population grows,
more and more people in the metropolitan area
will require out-of-season fruit and vegetables,
which can be provided only by places like
Carnarvon. We should not consider the plantation
industry as one which has reached its limit.

Carnarvon also has a rather substandard air-
port terminal when we compare it with facilities
at Geraldton and Learmonth. Governments
should start thinking about the provision of a new
terminal at Carnarvon,

The future of Exmouth depends greatly on the
future of the US Navy base at North West Cape.
The Labor Party consistently has said that, should
it gain office, it would not allow the US base to
remain. | assure people thal the State Govern-
ment and the Federal Government, of our politi-
cal persuasion, have always indicated the base will
continue so long as we have any say in the matter.

The base at Exmouth essentially is the main
reason [or the town's existence; without the base
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it would be very unlikely that the town would
exist, cerlainly not in its present form. 1 give an
undertaking to the electors in Exmouth that | will
continue to support the retention of the US Navy
base. Unlike the ALP, | do not contend it is a
nuclear target; | could po there tomorrow and
sabotage the base if 1 wanted to. Cerlainly in my
judgment il is not a nuclear target.

Exmouth is prospering because the tourist in-
dustry and the associated fishing industries are
growing. The future of Exmouth will be enhanced
if, some how or other, we can come up with the
answer 10 how a game fishing industry can be de-
veloped, which is what some people are trying to
do now. The “"GAMEX"™ game fishing contest is
held at Exmouth, but it is on 2 much smaller scale
than the one held at Cairns.

Many things are happening in Lower North
Province on which | could comment, but I have
taken up enough time of the House discussing
what | consider to be matters of importance to my
province.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: | have been extremely
interested in what you have said.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: When | was [irst
elected to this House about five years ago [ said
that Lower North Province was either on the
threshold of a very promising future or on the
threshold of going backwards very quickly, be-
cause the sorts of industries which are in the prov-
ince are those which can suffer in a major way
from changes in the economic situation.

I have mentioned the mining industry, which is
at the whim of world prices for minerals. The pas-
toral industry is at the whim of world prices for
wool and is subject 10 increasing costs which bear
little relationship to the income received by pas-
toralists; it is subject to the traumas of droughi.
Places like Carnarvon are subject to flood. It is an
area of Australia subject to great extremes; things
can go very well or very bad.

| do not say 1his because | happen to be the
member for the province, but in the last five years
the province has progressed very well. The pas-
toral industry is holding on, although in my op-
inion it could not sustain another drought of the
magnitude of the last one, and we are still worried
about some paris of the pastoral indusiry there.
The mining industry is holding on and in some
parts has expanded. The fishing industry is de-
veloping well, and the tourist industry is becoming
very significant. Per annum approximately 36
million is spent in the Gascoyne area by tourists
alone, and if this industry can be expanded the
whole area will benefit considerably.
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1 will conclude with the suggestion to the Fed-
eral Government that it could assist people living
in remote areas if it were 1o help them with air
fares. The air fare from Perth 1o Laverton and re-
turn is about $368, a significant sum af money.
People who live in Laverton can fly to Perth and
back at a concession rate, but if 1 were to go to
Lavertion and back | would have to pay $368. As
an incentive and an assistance 10 people in remote
areas, the Federal Government ought to consider
the provision of a tax deduction on at least one air
fare a year. A person living in Meckatharra who
flies to Perith once a year for holidays should be
able to ctaim the cost of the air fare as a tax de-
duction. This would be one way the Federal
Government could assist people living in remote
areas without having 1o outlay a significant sum
of money, remembering that these people put up
with deprivation that people living in city areas
know nothing about.

The Budget presented by the Treasurer is 1o be
commended. He has done a first-class job since he
has taken over the reins from Sir Charles Court.
The Premier and Treasurer is an excellent leader
and with this Budget he has shown his ability is
certainly no less than his predecessor’s.

I support the Budget papers.

THE HON. TOM KNIGHT (South) [9.56
p.m.]: T welcome this opportunity 1o speak to the
tabled Budget papers as | have done in previous
years. As mentioned before, this debate gives
members the opportunity 1o discuss problems and
happenings within their electorates. At times
commenis have been made ihat members have
had to sit and listen to a particular member take
them on a tour through his electorate, and 1 re-
alise some members do not find that interesting;
however, as in previous debates, I intend to do
just that again and will talk about my electorate
and the things that are happening within it so that
they are brought to the attention of the Parlia-
ment. | want to mention things the Government
has brought forward in this Budget which will be
of benefit to electors in my province.

The Budget is responsible and well balanced
and has been seen by the media to be designed to
improve or bring forward work-intensive pro-
grammes which will help overcome uwnemploy-
ment now facing Western Australia and other
States of Australia. The major allocation, even
within my electorate, concentrates on labour-
intensive programmes, and | am grateful for this
as it will mean that young people will be able to
find employment.

The employment situation in Albany is not as
bad as in many other parts of the State, and look-
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ing at some of the major works pro-
grammes—Government, semi-Government and
private—l can sec that, within the next six
months or 50, in the vicinity of $18 million will be
spent on work-intensive projects in Albany. On
top of that the Budget provides for a housing pro-
gramme and commercial programmes, and these
will be of great benelit to people in my province
and to the concept of job establishment.

1 will go through major allocations (o my prov-
ince one by one and make comment where necess-
ary.

The Esperance fishing boat harbour has been
mentioned on numerous occasions by members
who have represented South Province. Last year
$1.12 million was spent an the harbour and this
year $1.75 million is to be spent.

The fisheries resources of the south coast are
most imporiant 10 Western Australia and possibly
represent the greatest polential fishing resources
in the whole of Australia. This was proved by the
initial establishment of the Southern Ocean
Fisheries company, which through no fault of its
own ceased to operate in the area.

The catch rates by that company indicate the
great commercial numbers of [ish available in the
Southern Ocean, as borne out by the continuous
operations of Japanese, Taiwanese and Indonesian
boats that fish aleng the 200 miles of our shore.
This indicates fish are there, and Albany,
Esperance, and some of the smaller ports along
the coast will benefit from this.

Members may remember that from time to
time 1 mention the town of Hopetoun. 1 have been
very successful over the years in getling the
Government to provide [acilities in that town.
When [ spoke on the Budget last year | men-
tioned the old jetty which has existed since the
late 1800s and which is now falling apart and
being washed out fo sea and will become a navi-
gational hazard for shipping. The Government
has allocated the sum of $337 000 this year for a
fishing boat landing at Hopetoun which will be a
boon to the fishermen along the south coast, be-
cause now they will not have to steam back to
Albany or Esperance to unload. Now another
avenue for unloading will be available at
Hopeloun. As far as salety is concerned, it is
another haven that can assist them in the event of
rough weather.

One of the greatest shortages in Australia is
that of water. Water resources have been a prob-
lem to some of our more arid areas. When we
look at the feat of C. Y. O’Connor at the turn of
the century when he established the Kalgoorlie
water pipeline we realise how impartant it was 1o
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Western Australia and to the future water
supplies in my electorate. | will talk only about
the major figures in the Budget because there are
numerous smalt figures and | believe the people in
the areas concerned will appreciate that. The
Government is servicing small communities and
increasing the standard, quality and service of the
water.

Members may remember | spoke strongly
against the Government in regard 10 its lack of ef-
fort when it ceased the extension of the Great
Southern comprehensive water scheme to the
small town of Kendenup several years ago. | have
asked questions of Ministers in this House, as re-
cently as today, in an effort to ensure that the
comprehensive water scheme continues from Mt.
Barker through to Kendenup, which is the next
stage of the proposed extension. Many and varied
reasons were put forward as to why the pipeline
was stopped. Following many representations to
different Ministers who have held the portfolio
over the years, I am delighted to say that this year
the Government is to spend $360 000 on the ex-
tension of the water scheme to Kendenup. That
will meet the cost of the pipeline and also a stand-
pipe in Kendenup.

Obviously more money will be required for the
next stage of development—the reticulation of
water to the Kendenup townsite and an overhead
tank, but that is some time in the future. Work
was commenced on 18 October; the Mt. Barker-
Kendenup water pipeline is now under construc-
tion. T know how much this means to the residents
of Kendenup and 10 the Hon. David Wordsworth
and myself in respect of the efforts we have made
to ensure that these people were given this pipe-
line, which was promised as early as in cur 1974
platform and policy. The main from Mt. Barker
to Kendenup was commenced around 1977-78
and for some reason work was stopped and the
pipes on the sile were moved away. Members can
imagine the sort of pressure that was brought to
bear on myself and the Hon. David Wordsworth,
and we have been fighting for this ever since. I am
delighted the work is now reaching fruition.

The amount of $(87 000 will be spent on
upgrading the quality of water in the Esperance
area, and in Grasspatch, which is north of
Esperance, $102 000 will be spent on the develop-
ment of a water supply. The amount of $142 000
will be spent on water supplies in Albany and in
Mt. Barker $45 000 will be provided for this pur-
pose.

I mention the town of Newdegate, which is a
small town at the end of the railway line that runs
out through Wagin, Dumbleyung, and Lake
Grace. An amount of $300 000 is provided for a
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reservoir which will be double the size of the res-
ervoir there now. The excavation of a 45000-
cubic metre 1ank is involved. The tank will be part
of the Public Works Department programme of
spending this year and the capacity will be in-
creased from 31 200 cubic metres 10 76 200 cubic
metres. [t has been stated that the Newdegate
area has 69 users of water, including homes and
businesses, and the bitumen catchment area will
be increased in size as the demand increases. The
performance of the existing catchment will be
monitored to ensure an increased amount of water
is caught to allow 81 water services to be provided
in that area. | am delighied to sec that money will
be spent in a small wheatbelt 1own  like
Newdegate. | repeat that 1 appreciate the way the
Governmenl has looked into these matters and
has supporied me and my colleague in ensuring
that 1hese things come to fruition in our province.

At Pingrup 367000 is to be spent on the
upgrading and establishment of water facilities,
Secveral years ago we put in a water supply service
at Pingrup and the town was reticulated. A bitu-
men catchment area and two large holding dams
also were provided. Tne water was of excellent
quality, but we had a problem because of the
drought conditions we experienced in the catch-
menl areas; even though they are large, they have
not picked up sufTicient water 10 service the town
for the 12-manth period, and from time Lo time
restrictions have had 10 be imposed.

Hopefully this upgrading will eliminate the
need for the imposition of restrictions.

The catchment area at Ravensthorpe was
sealed last year but vehicles iravelling over the
very thin surface which becomes very spongy
when wet broke through and now it needs
resealing. An amount of $2 000 will be provided
to upgrade that facility.

The works [ am talking about are these the
Treasurer has seen fit to put forward in my area,
and thesc arc all labour-intensive.

The amount of $920 000 has been provided lor
sewerage extensions in Albany: in Denmark an
amount of $253 000 has been provided for this
purpose. When we look at these sorts of figures
we see they are mainly work productive proposals
and we all benefit from them. We will create
work for people in the areas concerned.

Land drainage is very important, particularly 1o
the potato growers along the south coast between
Elleker, Wilson and Torbay and $130 000 will be
spent or improvements in that area, which again
is work-intensive.

In relation to hospitals the amount of $200 000
will be spent on a maternity theaire at the
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Esperance Hospital. The Albany Regional Hospi-
tal and the hospitals at Ravensthorpe, Lake
Grace, M1, Barker, Denmark and Esperance are
all very high standard hospitals and their facilities
are improving every year. Members may recall
that last year 1 talked about the magnificent ef-
fort made by people in the Albany region in rais-
ing over $80 000 to install a2 hydrotherapy unit at
the Albany Regional Hospital; the Government
contributed 1o a project costing in excess of
$300000. It was the first regional rehabilitation
centre established outside the metropolitan area.

In respect of high schools, the North Albany
High Schocl was started this year; to date ap-
proximately $2.6 million has been spent on that
school. In the coming year it is anticipated that
another $767 000 will be spent on it; again, this is
labour-intensive.

Members understand the problems we are ex-
periencing in regard to apprenticeship training,
particularly in the building trades. The Treasurer
and Premier has ensured that as many building
probjects as possible will be brought forward 1o
ensure that apprentices can continue their
training without being stood down. This is the
type of humane action that makes people look up
to a Premier as a statesman rather than just a
politician and a run-of-the-mill sort of guy, and 1
think we have a statesman here.

An amount of $20000 has been provided for
improvements to the Albany High School. That
high school was opened in the 1920s and alihough
additions have been made to the building, some
sections of it are badly in need of repair and [
understand that 320000 represenis the first step
in the renovations that will be carried out 1o the
old sections of the Albany High School. | hope
that in the next Budget we will see sufficient
money coming forward to bring it up to an ac-
ceptable standard.

The Ravensthorpe District High School will re-
ceive $20000 for improvements. The primary
school at Esperance will receive $19000 for
improvements.

We now return to Albany. There is a
magnificent technical college at Albany which is
continually expanding to cope with the needs of
students and the many different trades and occu-
pations students wish 1o pursue. Last year
$235 253 was spent on automotive workshops and
an additional $16 000 needs to be spent this
financial year 1o complete the work. This is again
labour-intensive. The catering and classroom sec-
tion of the regional technical college has received
10 date $95 585 and a further $1.45 million will
be spent in the next 12 months. At the trades
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training centre at Esperance, $96 000 will be
spent.

At the Albany Regional Prison, $388 000 will
be spent on kitchen improvements, electrical ser-
vices, security, ventilation, punishment and secur-
ity cells, work established training, pavements,
and replacement of all water mains, and this is all
job-creative. This is the sort of thing the Govern-
ment should be looking at in the situation of high
unemployment we are presently facing,.

1 want Lo turn to some other areas involved par-
tially and totally in the Budget. A magnificent 96-
bed student hostel was built in Albany at the rear
of the Albany High School some years ago. Due
to measures beyond the control of the board or
the Government, it was reduced 1o an unviable
situation, with only some 30 students. It was said
from time to time the hostel would have to close
and the different wardens who administered the
hostel managed Lo get enough students to keep it
Just moving. The present board is possibly one of
the most progressive high school hostel boards in
this State and it has set up a programme of edu-
cation and promotion which it sends out to schools
to educate parents in relation to what is available
at the Albany hostel and to advise them of the ad-
vantages of sending their children 1o the Albany
High School and bearding them at the Albany
Amity Hostel.

The members of the board have been able to
convince the Minister that next year they will
have a viable unit and because of their confidence
about what they can do, the Minister has agreed
to leave the hostel open for the next 12 months on
trial because, he believes that the efforts, initiat-
ive and drive that these people have put in to keep
the hostel going deserves his support. 1 am pleased
to say that many parents rang me to check on
alternative accommodation because of the possi-
bility of the closure of the hostel and they are now
assured that their children can go into the hosiel
and be extremely well cared for by the board and
the staffl there.

[ refer ta another point that | have brought to
the attention of this House on several occasions
and, Mr President, | ask your permission to read
a circular letter which I sent to the Shires in my
eleclorate in relation to third party insurance
cover to owners and drivers ol vehicles scconded
to bushfire control. It reads—

Laie last year | received correspondence
from the Shire of Gnowangerup drawing my
attention to the perennial problem of the use
of unlicensed vehicles which are occasionally
required for the control of bush fires. The
Shire’s main concern being that of Third
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Party Insurance cover which presently does
not exist.

At the time the Shire, through their Bush
Fires Brigade put forward suggestions on
ways of providing adequate Third Party
insurance cover to the owner/drivers of ve-
hicles seconded in emergency bush fire con-
trol.

Recognising that a problem does exist, I
circularised this correspondence 10 all Shires
in my eleciorate to ascertain their views. Of
the 10 Shires questioned only two opposed
the suggestions with the remaining eight
offering their support. A number were cau-
tious in recognising the need for extreme care
10 be taken so as not to encourage the use of
unroadworthy rather than unlicensed ve-
hicles.

1 appreciate that the proposals, of which I
have attached a copy along with all relevant
correspondence, are well beyond the existing
scope of legislation, and may hold too many
inherent problems to be acceptable in their
present format, however | believe that in rec-
ognition of the vital role played by volunteer
Bush Fire Brigades within local communities
and the necessity on occasions 1o resort to
utilisation of unlicensed vehicles that legis-
lation changes are required to provide a
measure of protection for those personnel
involved.

Accordingly I placed the proposals before
the Minister for Police offering further
suggestions. The Minister, having consulted
with the Minister for Local Government ad-
vised that the proposals were clearly opposed
and unacceptable to the Motor Vchicle
Insurance Trust. Further consultations with
the Trust substantiated this. The reasons are
outlined in the attached.

I still consider, however, as do the majority
of Shires in my eleclorate that it is most im-
portant we look at ways of offering protec-
tion to personnel called upon to use their un-
licensed vehicles to travel to and from and
participate in the fighting of bush fires.

I consider, as do the majority of the shires within
my electorate, that the Goverament should look
at ways of offering protection to persons called
upon 1o use unlicensed vehicles in order that they
can participate in the fighting of bushfires.

Al the time of a bushfire breaking out every
possible movable vehicle that can assist in the
control of a fire should be used, and at present
they are used in cases where the vehicles do not
have to cross roads. What intrigues me is that if



[Wednesday, 3 November 1982]

an unlicensed vehicle used in controlling a
bushfire crossed the road from one gale to
another opposite and was involved in an accident,
no third party cover is available. No cover is pro-
vided for the driver of the vehicle or for the driver
of the other vehicle, who might be driving on the
road despite the poor visibility due to smoke and
dust.

As a Government we should look at this be-
cause the circumstance could arise where during a
major bushfire not all the available vehicles could
be utilised because of the existing legislation.
People could lose their lives or costly property and
machinery, and unfortunately until this happens
we will not consider altcring the legislation. I
hope the Government and the appropriate Minis-
ter will look into this matter.

Another problem that has arisen because of
legislation passed by this Government concerns
clearing bans which have been implemented in the
Great Southern region in relation (o the encroach-
ment of salinity on the farms due to overclearing
which has allowed salt to come through and stop
pasture growth.

This legislation was supported in principle by
me and the shires concerned. However, one of 1he
shires which was badly affected had a large per-
centage of area made unratable; the land was
handed back to the Government and could not be
used as farming property. Some of the land was
unviable and the Government purchased the bal-
ance of the farms from the farmers concerned and
assisted them in establishing farms clsewhere.
This left little pockets of land spread through the
shire that were not being used but which pre-
viously had been farming land and were still ac-
cepled as such.

Subsequently, that land has been leased by the
Government back to adjoining farmers who may
have lost a section of their farms, but they are not
paying rates on it. I have received the assurance
of the Minister that details of the land leased
back to farmers will be passed on to the shire con-
cerned. This will enable the shire to collect rates
from the farmers. However, this situation has
existed for two years and the shires are disturbed
by the fact that the Public Works Department has
noi given them details in order that they may send
oul rate notices to the farmers.

Perhaps the Government could give the land to
the shire on a leaseback basis. If this occurred the
shires not only would get the benefit of the land
but also would reccive fees for the lease of the
land, instead of rates. This would compensate the
shires for the rates they have lost in the past.
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Because at the moment we hear that Western
Australia’s grain harvest will be better than any
previous record and the return will be in excess of
$2 billion, members in this Chamber would be un-
aware thal certain parts of my electorate are
severely drought affected.

However, Shires in my electarate, such as the
Shires of Jerramungup, Gnowangerup and
Tambellup, are severely drought-affected and
some farmers will not have crops 1o harvest this
season. With the lack of rain the farmers have no
pasture and are sending stock out of the area for
agistment. The longer the Government takes to
declare the areas drought-affected the higher the
cost will be in relation to the purchase of grain
and transport of stock to other arcas for agisi-
ment, the cost of which is subsidised when the
area is declared drought-affected.

I would like the Government to consider
offering some assistance to the farmers in my
area. Farmers have either a bounty or a famine
and [ have a famine in some of my areas while
other areas in the State have the best crops they
have ever had.

1 would like to mention the proposed closure of
the Denmark Research Station. It is proposed
that ihe station will close down within the next 12
months and that 14 full-time and pari-time staff
will lose their jobs or be relocated in another area.
This would be a loss 10 Denmark. The station ad-
joms the Denmark Agricultural School and per-
haps the Government should look seriously at
leaving one or 1wo staff at the station and making
provision for the boys from the agricultural schaol
to take over some of the duties at the station. This
would mean that the research station would con-
tinue to operate and the boys would gain valuable
knowledge from their duties which would assist in
making them better farmers. The amalgamation
of these two centres could be valuable to farming
and to research and it would retain in Denmark
the research station which has been in existence
for many years. If this proposal were adopied the
additional research education would bencfit boys
from the agricultural school in regard 1o taking
over their fathers’ farms or a farm of their own.

I would like to bring to the attention of the
House one or two other poiats. I will be brief and
I hope the Ministers concerned will consider the
matters I will raise.

Firstly, I refer 10 concessional licences for
fishermen’s vehicles. We have concessional §i-
cences for farmers’ vehicles, and farmers exploit
natural resources just as fishermen exploit natural
resources. Fishermen rcquire the use of off-road
and four wheel drive vehicles—even though they



4610

do not require the degree of roadworthiness that
is required for our vehicles—for use on beaches.
About two years ago some concession was made
to the fishermen by way of legislation, but it has
been withdrawn. The fishermen of Western Aus-
tralia who wutilise natural resources should be
given assistance by way of concessions in licensing
their vehicles.

Secondly, and | have brought this matter to the
attention of the Minister concerned, | refer to
traffic offences, demerit points and fines. This
was brought to my notice recently, when [ was ap-
prehended for speeding by a traffic inspector who
advised me 1 was doing a particular speed. Fortu-
nately, I saw the traffic inspector at the same
time he saw me and | immediately ook note of
my speed. However, he told me that 1 was
travelling 12 kilomelres per hour faster than I ac-
toually was from my own visual reading of 122
kilometres an hour. He claimed | was travelling at
134 kilometres an hour.

The Hon. Fred McKenzie: Couldn’t you ask
him to show you what was on the gun?

The Hon. TOM KNIGHT: Yes, but he does
not have 1o show a person the gun if he does not
want to.

The Hon. Fred McKenzie: That is unfair.

The Hon. TOM KNIGHT: | understand also
that I could have the gun checked and | did have
a very serious discussion with him which 1 will not
g0 into at this stage. However, 1 was prepared to
accepl the fact that T was speeding but I was not
prepared to accept the figure that the traflfic in-
spector gave me. | decided to go to court'and to
plead not guilty to travelling at 134 kilometres per
hour but | would still have to plead guilty to
speeding.

I was told that the best thing for me 1o do was
to plead guilty and accept the fine because if T did
not 1 would be charged and convicted anyway. By
daing this 1 would have a court conviction re-
corded against me; but if I pleaded guilty and
paid the finc | would lose some demerit points but
would not have a conviction recorded.

I have heard of another case when the
magisirate asked the person charged whether he
had had any previous conviciions. The magistrate
was lold by the prosecutling sergeant that he had
no court conviclions where in fact he had lost
¢ight demerit points.

This forces-a person out of going ta court to
prove his innocence because it could result in a re-
corded conviction. |1 do not think many people
know about this and several police officers ‘10
whom 1 have spoken have said it stunned them
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and worried them that this sort of thing was un-
known to the pubiic and was unfair.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: Do you know
what they will do about it? They will end up re-
cording every time you pay a fine.

The Hon. I. G. Medcalf: You want to pay the
infringement notice quickly or they might with-
draw.

The Hon. TOM KNIGHT: It has been paid.

Another point which I believe must be aired is
the confusion that exists in the southern coastal
area about radio communications. As members
are aware, emergencies have arisen on several oc-
casions in the last 12 months. People have been
washed off rocks, boats have been in distress or
missing, etc. The radio communication system at
present is so fragmented that delays frequently re-
sult. The Albany sea rescue service has its own
system, the bushfires board has a radio two-way
system, and the police have access to their own
communication system. Yel most distress calls are
relayed from the ships through the Canberra com-
munication system. The information is then fed
back to the organisations in the area, and any
communication from these organisations to the
craft in distress must go back through Canberra.

Over the last 12 months many suggestions have
been put forward to overcome the problem. [t is
hoped that some system can be organised and that
more lives will be saved in the future. However, |
feel the matter is of such importance that it must
be recorded here; we must do something about it.
Many of these groups agree that the present
system is wrong, but as members are aware, diffi-
culties arise when there is a feeling that one or-
ganisation may take over the duties of another.

As the Albany Police Force has direct com-
munication with Perth, the suggestion was made
that it could use the same radio band as the
Albany sea rescue group and the bushfires board.
In fact, the Police Force could be responsible for
all organisations operaling with wireless com-
munications.

The socner the message gets through, the
sooner rescue operations are put into effect and
the more opportunity there is o save lives. Mem-
bers will recall that recently a young man was
washed off the rocks. A fisherman who was op-
erating his fishing boat close 10 the area believes
that, had he been given the information earlier, he
could have reached this part of the coast about
three quarters of an hour before a rescue boat ac-
tually arrived.

| have meandered through my electorate. | be-
lieve | have raised some points that needed to be
recorded. Hopefully the Minister concerned will
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look into these matters for the benefit of the
peopie and the Government itself.

I support the tabled papers, and | appreciate
the effort put into the preparation of the Budget
by the Treasurer in the interests of the people of
Western Australia in creating much needed em-
ployment opportunitics.

Debate adjourned, on motion by the Hon. P. H.
Lockyer.

JUSTICES AMENDMENT BILL

Returned

Bill returned from
amendment.

the Assembly without

EDUCATION AMENDMENT BILL
Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Assembly; and, on mo-
tion by the Hon. R. G. Pike (Chief Secretary),
read a first time.

Second Reading

THE HON. R. G. PIKE (North Metropoli-
tan—Chief Secretary) [10.34 p.m.]: | move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

In recent years it has become widely recognised
that the role of a school has broadened and 2
significant advance has been made in the pastoral
activities of schools. This caring approach to edu-
cation which is to be found in schools throughout
Western Australia has done much to reduce the
problems of indiscipline of students. However, de-
spite this more understanding and caring attitude
in schools, there remains a small number of highly
disruptive students who represent a serious and
growing problem, particularly at the secondary
level.

Altempts by school administrators and guid-
ance officers Lo solve this problem by counselling,
parent interviews, course variation, home rooms,
schools within schools, withdrawal, formal disci-
pline, and even short-lterm suspension, have failed
with this very small percentage of highly disrup-
tive students.

Such students can harass other students and
will even harass teachers. Many staff members,
including senior staff, are fearful of confrontation
because in the linal anaiysis they are powerless to
deal with such students and any physical handling
of the children ¢an lead to successful charges of
assault being brought against the teacher by
parents.

It is clear that deviant students are able 1o de-
stroy the learning environment in a classroom and
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reduce seriously the opportunitics of other
students to learn. Some of the negative school and
community outcomes of severely disruptive
studenis include—

normal students resent having their edu-
cation impaired by disruptive students, but
are powerless to control them;

parents whose children share a class with a
disruptive student are apprehensive about the
environment and the quality of schooling
their children are receiving; some remove
their children and send them 10 private
schaols;

the severely disruptive student has a dam-
aging effect on teacher morale; even highly
compelent, experienced teachers are faced by
discipline problems which they cannot solve
with Tespect to a few incorrigible children
whose behaviour is characterised by persist-
ent and wilful disobedience, distuptive behav-
jour in class, constant foul language, and
physical violence towards teachers and other
students.

High schools use a range of professional peopie
and a variety of techniques to deal with disruptive
students, but successful rehabilitation of a small
number of severely disruptive students frequently
is beyond the resources of a school.

For many years departmental regulations have
provided for suspension of siudents. This action
has proved to be effective in those instances where
a student recognises the value of a formal edu-
cation and modifies his behaviour patterns follow-
ing a brief suspension. For the highly disruptive
student, a suspension is a recognition of his ability
to upsel the system and he returns to school with
his attitudes and behaviour unchanged.

The failure of in-school counselling, changes to
schooi organisation, and even suspensions, to solve
this sertous problem has been of concern to princi-
pals of secondary schools for some time. Regional
committees have reviewed the problem and it was
discussed in detail at the 1982 April conference of
the High School Principals” Association. Since
then, the matier has been the subject of discussion
among senior officers of the department, the
Teachers’ Union and the Western Australian
Council of State School Organisations.

There is unanimous agreement that action must
be taken 10 protect the rights of the majority of
students from the excesses of a small minority
whose impact is out of all proportion to their
numbers. Currently, deparimental regulations,
while providing for suspension, prevent expulsion.
Such a restriction is totaily appropriate where ex-
pulsion denies a child access to education, but
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that situation no longer applies in this State,
which is a leader in the field of correspondence
education.

It is now possible to exclude a student from at-
tendance al a school and thereby prevent him
from disrupting the education of other students
without denying him access to education. For this
reason senior officers in the department, the
Teachers® Union, and the parent organisation
have agreed that for some students, as a last re-
sort, exclusion from schools is an appropriate ac-
tion.

It is relevant 1o note that the Education Acts in
Victoria, Queensland, and South Australia make
provision for the Minister for Education to ex-
clude studenis from State Government schools. In
New South Wales this power is assumed under
the general power of the Minister and this as-
sumption was upheld in a challenge to the Su-
preme Court some 10 years ago—McMahon v.
Buggy and Ors, 1972.

The Weslern Australian Education Act appears
to be deficient in this area and this Bill therefore
seeks to give the Minister power to exclude a
student from a school or schools. At the same
time the Act is strengthened to support the regu-
lation providing for suspension lest this regulation
be subject to challenge and found wanting.

Members are reminded that exclusion from a
school or schools does not deny a student edu-
cation, but it does prevent him from denying other
students an education and that is the purpose of
this proposed change to the Act.

It is proposed that stedents will be protected
from unwarranted exclusion by vesting the power
of exclusion only in the Minister upon the
recommendation of the director general and by
establishing recommending and review panels
involving communily representation.

It is unusual in an area as contentious as edu-
cation 10 be able to bring forward a recommen-
dation which is supported by teachers, students,
their parents, and the community at large.

1t is believed that this is one occasion where
there is a high level of agreement on the need for
action and alsa on the action being taken to pro-
vide for the exclusion of highly disruptive students
and to ensure that the current policies on suspen-
sion are beyond challenge.

| commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on meotion by the Hon.
Rabert Hetherington.

[COUNCIL]

BORROWINGS FOR AUTHORITIES
AMENDMENT BILL

Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Assembly; and, on mo-
tion by the Hon. 1. G. Medcalf {Leader of the
House), read a first time.

Second Reading

THE HON. L. G. MEDCALF (Meiropolitan—
Leader of the House) [10.42 p.m.]: | move—

That the Bill be now read a second time. -

When the Borrowings for Authorities Act 1981
was passed last year, it was envisaged that the
powers so conferred on the Treasurer, would be
used principally to co-ordinate and consolidate the
infrastructure borrowings of smaller semi-Govern-
ment authorities. Since then several developments
in the market have resulted in a marked deterio-
ration in the longer-term outlook for loan raisings
for all authorities in the semi-Government area.

For some time there has been a gradual change
in investment emphasis by the traditional sup-
porters of semi-Government loan programmes.
These supporters, which include banks and
insurance companies, have been looking more to
portfolio management in their funding operations
and as a consequence have been placing greater
emphasis on liquidity and marketability in the
investments they hotd.

However, more recently, with the experience of
more volatile interest rates, these institutions have
moved even further in that direction and now wish
1o invest only in securities which have strong mar-
ket appeal and which are in a form that is able 10
be traded readily.

For the State’s smaller, less known semi-
Government authorities, most of which can only
issue debentures as security against their loans,
the implications of these developments are decid-
edly unfavourable.

Since the Act was passed last year there has
been released the report of the Campbell com-
mittee of inquiry into the Australian financial
system, which contained many recommendations
of significance to the future of semi-Government
funding. The general thrust of the report favoured
a freeing-up of the financial market with capital
being left unhindered in secking its most efficient
allocation amongst alternative uses. Amongst its
recommendations was a call for the removal of
statutory controls which have in the past provided
captive sources of funds for semi-Government
authorities.

In line with these recommendations, the Com-
monwealth Government has moved already to
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amend the asset ratio regulations of savings banks
to the detriment of our authorities. Whereas pre-
viously the regulations required savings banks to
invest 40 per cent of their deposits in Common-
wealth or semi-Government securities, the new
regulations require them to hold 15 per cent in
this form and then only in Commonwealth securi-
ties. Thus, this particular captive market has com-
pietely disappeared.

The Campbell commitice recommended also
the abolition of the 30:20 rule, which currently
provides taxation benefits to certain institutions
through their investments in Commonwealth and
semi-Government securities. Given the Federal
Government’s apparent leaning towards the
findings of the inquiry, it may well not be long be-
fore this recommendation is adopted. Should this
eventuate, semi-Government authorities will be
shut out from another captive source of funds.

At the June meeting of Loan Council the de-
cision was made to remove the major electricity
avthorities from ihe constraints of tihe
gentlemen’s agreement, for a trial period of three
years. As a result, Loan Council no longer con-
trols the size of these authorities’ programmes,
nor the interest rates and terms and conditions of
their borrowings. It has been left to the State
Governments to determine these matters either on
an individual or collective basis.

Although there is general agreement amongst
the States that this new-found freedom for elec-
tricity authorities should not be used to the detri-
ment of the market for other semi-Government
borrowers, some electricity authorities have
already taken a very aggressive approach in their
loan raisings. Given the subsiantial demand for
funds by these authorities in the foresceable
future, it is obvious that the [reer scope they now
have will impact heavily on the ability of other
semi-Government authorities to [ill their pro-
grammes.

In view of the highly competitive market en-
vironment  now facing  semi-Government
authorities, the Government has decided 10 con-
solidate its loan raising efforts. It is not alone in
this view, as most other States have similarly as-
sessed the situation and are moving to consolidate
their borrowings through the establishment of
central borrowing authorities. Such action also
was recommended by the Campbell committee
which saw centralised borrowings as the means to
meet the challenge of a freer market situaiion.

Of course the Borrowings for Autharities Act
provides a ready vehicle 1o effect the desired con-
solidation, and therefore it has been decided that
future borrowings on behalf of our semi-Govern-
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ment authorities will be undertaken by the
Treasurer of Western Australia in accordance
with his powers under the Act. It is intended to
exclude the State Energy Commission from 1he
centralised arrangements; but the lean activities
of the Metropolitan Water Authority, Westrail
and all smaller authorities are to be absorbed.

The State Energy Commission will be excluded
because of its unique position in the market, the
diverse nature of its funding requirements, both
domestic and overseas, and its new freedom from
Loan Council constraints.

The few smaller authorities which operate bank
accounts outside Treasury and have established
relalions with banks also will be excluded to the
extent that they are able to raise their pro-
grammes separately, but the central borrowing
authority witl be used to pick up any shortfalls.
As a result of this decision, steps are now being
taken to launch the Treasurer of Wesiern Aus-
tralia as a borrower on the public market.

In examining the administrative arrangements
and devising the marketing strategy necessary for
the successful launching of the new borrower, it
has been found that certain amendments to the
Borrowings for Authorities Act 1981 would be
helpful in meeting those objectives. Three of the
amendments can be described as dealing with pro-
motional aspects of the new borrowing operation.

On the best market advice, the Treasurer of
Western Australia is seen as a prime borrower,
with a status above that of other semi-Govern-
ment authorities throughout Australia. Accord-
ingly, the promotion will seek to place the
Treasurer in his true market position offering a
unique product of national appeal to lenders.

In considering this maiter it has become appar-
ent that it would be helpful, for promotional pur-
poses, if the activities of the Treasurer in his loan
raising capacity, could be referred 1o in terms of a
“central borrowing authority”. This would allow
scope to devise an appropriate marketing theme
for the securities issued by the Treasurer. Unfor-
tunately, the present Act makes no mention of an
“authority” and advice is that legally it would not
be possible to adopt a theme which incorporated
such a reference.

As noted earlier, most other States have esiab-
lished or are in the process of establishing various
forms of “central borrowing authorities™ which
has become the accepted generic name for such
authorities and has had common usage in the
Campbell inquiry and Loan Council. Our legis-
lation was drafted well before other States moved
in that direction, and because of concern with the
atlitude of the Loan Council to the concept of
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central authorities, the establishment of an auth-
ority was avoided deliberately, and instead pro-
vision was made for the Treasurer 1o stand as a
borrower on behalf of authorities.

The major fear at that time was that the Loan
Council would repard borrowings by a central
authority as being within the “larger™ authority
programme and therefore subject 10 the allocation
constraints applicable to that programme. How-
ever, since then, with the adoption of the concept
by olher States, the Loan Council has accepted
the role of central authorities as agents for other
authorities without any adverse implications for
the programmes.

Although it is firmly intended to retain the
Treasurer of Western Australia as borrower from
the poim of view of market strength, it would be
desirable to be able to describe him as a centrak
borrowing authotity to enable the market 10 bet-
ter understand the Treasurer’s role under the Act,

The amendment proposed to section 4(1) of the
Act will permit this usage which correctly de-
scribes the Treasurer’s function in the termin-
ology now being used in the market.

For promotional reasons, also, it is considered
that it would be helpful if the definition of “debt
paper” were expanded to provide explicitly for the
issue of securities such as bonds. An appropriate
amendment to section 2 of the Act is provided.

As part of the overall marketing strategy for
the new authority, it would be desirable also to
provide existing lenders, particularly stockholders
of the Metropalitan Water Authority and
Woestrail, with the opportunity to convert their se-
curities to those of the “Treasurer of Western
Australia”. These stockholders will be urged to
support the new borrower, and they are more
likely to do so if they consolidate their holdings in
the form of the new securities and have the ben-
efit of access o the active secondary market
which is to be developed.

As this facility could not be offered under the
current  provisions of the Borrowings for
Authorities Act, the amendments proposed to sec-
tions 3 and 4 of the Act provide for the surrender

and cancellation of existing securities and their

re-issue in the name of the Treasurer of Western
Australia.

A further proposed amendment could be con-
sidered an administrative matter. This relates to
the existing registry facilities of Westrail and the
Metropolitan Water Authority which, as a resuit
of the centralised borrowing initiative, will run
down over time. It is considered there would be
merit in centralising these facilities also.
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Treasury is in the process of establishing a
central registry lacilitity in-house for borrowings
by the Treasurer, using a computerised system de-
signed by the Siate Energy Commission. When
fully operational, this system will have the ca-
pacity to readily accommeodate the registry re-
quirements of Westrail and the Metropolitan
Water Authority, and savings would be achieved
through amalgamation.

The current provisions of the Borrowings for
Authorities Act do not allow for other registries to
be conducted by the Treasurer, and therefore
amendments are proposed to permit amalga-
mation.

The final amendment proposed by the Bill is
consequential  to  the introduction of the
Companies (Western Australia) Code. When gen-
eral legislation was introduced last year t0-amend
all Acts containing reference to the Companies
Act 1961 and substituting the Companies
(Western Australia) Cede, the Borrowings for
Authorities Act had not received assent and was
therefare unaffected by the change. This situation
should now be remedied and the Bill provides for
the required amendment to item 3 of the schedule
to the Act.

It is believed this Bill will aliow the Treasurer
to approach the task of borrowing centrally for
other authorities in the most efficient manner.

I commend the Bill to the House.

~ THE HON. J. M. BERINSON (North-East
Metropalitan) [10.51 p.m.]: The subject matter of
this Bill is certainly important, but that is largely
for technical reasons which are outside the State’s
own control. The Opposition has no argument
with the proposal and, as we understand some
urgency is attached to the Bill, I indicate we also
have no objection to its passing through al! stages
without delay.

THE HON. V. J. FERRY (South-West) [10.52
p-m.]: I support the Bill, but [ should like to make
one or iwa comments in passing. [ compliment the
Leader. of the House on his comprehensive second
reading speech which covered the intent of the
Bill very fully. Therefore, one can add litile and I
shall not comment unnecessarily.

The Leader of the House drew attention 1o the
Campbell repor1 which is an important document
reviewing the Australian financial system. It has
been studied by many authoritalive people and
students of finance throughout Australia. The
Campbell report produced some. far-reaching
recommendations, some of which are embodied in
the Bill before the House tonight.

I see merit in the central borrowing authority
as proposed in the legislation, but | am a little dis-
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appointed in the changing circumstances which
have necessitated this new sysiem. It will have ad-
vanlages in assisting those authorities which ex-
perience difficulty in raising funds for their needs,
but we in Western Australia by and large have
had a rather good record in relation to authorities
being able to borrow their requirements from a
number of sources in the financial system.

As | read the Bill, provision is made for certain
authorities to be able (o raise their own funds
from 1traditional avenues or avenues of their
choice; they do not have to patronise the proposed
central borrowing authority. 1 commend that pro-
vision and trust in the future all authorities may
be able to use the avenues of finance which have
been open to them traditionally, whether through
their bankers, superannuation funds, or insurance
companies. That is a procedure which | would
guard very jealously as far as those authorities are
concerned.

Recently in this House | commented on another
measure regarding linance in relation to two Bills
which allowed the merging in the State of com-
mercial trading banks. By way of interjection on
one occasion when | was talking about the chang-
ing scene in the Australian financial system, it
was suggesied | was relerring to something which
was not related (o the Bill. This is another situ-
ation where the changing Australian financial cir-
cumstances necessitate this piece of legislation in
a manner similar to the necessity for the Bills to
which | referred in relation 10 the banking system.
It is a casc of bringing oneself up to date and
meeting the challenges across Australia.

I support the legislation.

THE HON. 1. G. MEDCALF (Metro-
politan—Leader of the House) [10.55 pm.]: |
thank the Hon. Mr Berinson and the Hon. Mr
Ferry for co-operating in supporting the Bill at
short notice, because | have been informed the
matier is urgent.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without debate,
reported without amendment, and the report
adopled.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by the Hon.
[. G. Medcalf (Leader of the House), and passed.
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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE

THE HON. 1. G. MEDCALF (Metropolitan—
Leader of the House) [10.56 p.m.]: | move—

That the House do now adjourn.

North Province By-election: The Hon. Tom
Stephens

THE HON. ROBERT HETHERINGTON
(East Metropolitan) {10.57 p.m.]: 1 cannot let the
House adjourn without making some reference to
remarks made earlier in the day about my [riend
and colleague, the Hon. Tom Stephens, who is at
present in hospita) in Port Hedland.

It seems to me in this whole matier the Chiefl
Secretary has himself confused the issue by the
nature of his reply yesterday; that he has failed to
separate some of the issues involved; and that he
has been less than charitable to Mr Stephens.

First, I shall go back to the Dorothy Dixer
asked by the Hon. Mr Ferry vesterday, which
reads as follows—

Would the Chief Secretary please explain
the circumstances regarding the statement by
the Hon. Tom Stephens that he had been
told it appeared that he had not voted in the
recent by-election held in North Province?

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: It was a very proper
question,

The Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON: | am
not objecting to that, That was the question and 1
ask members to note it.

The Chief Secretary replied—

Yes. | immediately asked the Chief Electoral
Officer for a report on this news item. He ad-
vised as follows—

(1) Inquiry of the Returning Officer
discloses that the rolls used at
Karratha for the North Province
by-election  shows that  Mr
Stephens’ name was ruled through
to indicate that he voted.

(2) The returning officer missed this
entry when preparing the list of
persons who appeared to have failed
to vote.

(3) The Electoral Department sent no-
tices (form 40) to all persons listed
by the rewrning officer,

(4) The electoral roll had been
endorsed “stet” alongside the entry
of Mr Stephens’ name. This could
have caused confusion as the return
is prepared in Port Hedland from
material furnished by the presiding
officer.
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(5) The Electoral Department did what was
required ol it by law. 1t must act on the
returning officer’s return, even though
some defect may later be found in the
return.

(6) The notice senl 1o Mr Stephens is
headed “Nolice to persons who appears
ta have failed 10 vote”. It seeks an expla-
nation and in the event of an error this is
corrected.

So far so good; 1 do not think these facts are in
dispute. However, this remark is then made—

Seldom do people use such occasional
human errors to attack the institution of
Government.

Seldom is a newly elected member of Parliament
put in the position of receiving such an inquiry,
and seldom are others in a position to make such
inquiries, but | think more than that was involved.

The Minister had answered the question, and
had he stopped at that point no problem would
have been created. He set out the facts in a way
that did not dilfer in any material way from the
facts set out by Mr Stephens. But then the Minis-
ter went on to say things which had nothing to do
with the question asked. His following remarks
were irrelevant—

(7) Mr Slephens was previously enrolled for
the Kimberley electorate under the
name Thomas Gregory Stephens. He
later claimed enrolment for the Pilbara
electorate under the name Tom
Stephens.

Mr Stephens telephoned the Chief Elec-
toral Officer after the issue of the writ
for the by-election to advise that he was
still shown on the Kimberley roll. Ar-
rangements were made for this entry to
be deleted. The Electoral Department
was nol aware that Mr Stephens had
changed his name. [f he had used the
onc name when applying for enrolment
in Pilbara the computer would have de-
leted the Kimberley eniry automatically.

The only fact at issue here—it is not an important
one—is that Tom Stephens has told me he ad-
vised the clectoral officer that he had made an
error with his name by putting “Tom" instead of
“Thomas Gregory”. | spoke to him earlier today
by telephone; obviously | could not go to Port
Hedland.

Part (7) of the Minisler’s reply was not rel-
evant, bearing in mind Mr Stephens was not here,
he was in hospital at Port Hedland with a bad
back. The West Australian of Loday’s date at page
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10—I think the Minister has a copy of
this—states in regard to this matter—

THE Labor MLC for North Province, Mr
Tom Stephens, had been recorded twice on
the State electoral roll in two different
names, State Parliament heard last night.

The Chief Secretary, Mr Pike, told the
Legislative Council that Mr Stephens, en-
rolled in the Kimberley electorate under the
name Thomas Gregory Stephens, later en-
rolled as Tom Stephens when he transferred
to the Pilbara.

Consequently he had reccived a notice
asking why he seemed not 10 have voted.

*If he had used one name when applying
for enralment in the Pilbara the computer
would have deleted the Kimberley entry
automatically,” Mr Pike said.

“The electoral department was not aware
that Mr Stephens had changed his name,”
Mr Pike said in reply to Mr V. J. Ferry (Lib.
South-West).
As sometimes happens with newspaper reports
which are condensed and edited, the report does
notl report precisely what was said. By reading
the newspaper report one gathers the impression
that the Chief Secretary had said Mr Stephens
had been sent the notice because he had enrolled
twice. It is not surprising that Tom Stephens from
his hospital bed made a fairly outraged reply. He
denied the allegation and said that Mr Pike
should be ashamed of himself. He was reported as
saying that the story was a complete distortion of
the truth; that when he first became aware of the
fact that he was entered twice on the electoral roll
he had rung the Electoral Department and con-
firmed the conversation in writing; that he had
notified the office of his change of address; and
that he had inadvertently used the shortened ver-
sian of his Christian name on the nomination
card. The report of the member’s remarks is
strictly in accordance with what he told me today.
The remarks made by the Chiel Secretary about
Mr Stephens were not warranted, bearing in mind
all the circumstances. Had the Minister not tried
to be a little smart, and include part (7) of his
reply, which was not relevant to the questian
asked, this situation may have been avoided. That
would have been desirable.

Electoral Rolls: North Province

The Hon. ROBERT HETHERINGTON: It con-
cerns my friend and colleague, the Hon. Tom
Stephens, that of the 22 000 peaple in the Pilbara,
7 300 have either received or been sent notices of
their apparent failure to vole. That is a lot of
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people, and it suggests that something may be
wrong. Mr Stephens has said that a number of
people known to him did vote, but have received
these notices. He was a bit surprised to hear that
from some people, but then found he had recorded
one as well.

Something he said which is quite important is
that he had complained that people notices were
sent to residential addresses. The Chief Secretary
mentioned this matter today. In many places in
the Pilbara letters are not delivered to residential
addresses. Even if people go to post offices to col-
lect their pension cheques, that does not mean all
people go 10 post offices to obtain letiers. If they
do not obtain their notices they could be
inadveriently struck from the roll.

| make the serious suggestion to the Chief Sec-
retary that one way of attempting to overcome
this problem is to alter the enrolment card so that
space exists for not anly the residential address ta
be included, but also the postbox numbers of any
person who has onme. This might mean more
people will receive their notices, or, at least, we
will feel that more people have received their no-
lices.

In general it is still arguable that evidence is
available of a great number of problems in re-
lation to the whole question of voling and enrol-
meni in the Pilbara. It is quite possible that many
of those 7 300 people will find themselves off the
roll. | must say that when 1 was in the Pilbara |
was (0ld that some people enrolled three times,
but did not manage to get a vote. 1 have no way of
checking these statements, but they were made to
me. Some people said they were enrolled, and pro-
duced their Commonwealth enrolment cards. In
fact, | have argued that we should have a joini
Commonwealth-State roll.

The whole situation is quite unsatisfactory. The
Chief Secretary muddied the water himself, and
between him.and the newspaper report, the Hon.
Tom Stephens—Ilying in a hospital bed wiih a bad
back—could be forgiven for making the reply he
made on the report he was given.

| remind the House that this is one occasion on
which it is quile proper to mention that the mem-
ber was not here; he was in Port Hedland for a
valid reason, and siill is. It is no good the Chief
Secretary saying, “What [ said is this.” 1 could
hear what he said, and had access to his recorded
remarks; however, the Hon. Tom Stephens was
nol here, and was hardly in a position to whip up
to Hansard to obtain a copy of what was said. |
do hope the Chicl Secretary will no longer pursue
his castigations of the honourable member.
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North Province By-election:
The Hon. Tom Stephens

THE HON. R. G. PIKE (North Metropoli-
tan—Chief Secretary) [11.11 p.m.]: | think the
House ought not to adjourn until 1 have made the
following points. The first is that in The West
Australian of 30 October the headline appeared,
“New MLC told ke did not vote”. The article
states—

He received a letter from the State Elec-
toral Office advising him that he had not
voted in the July 31 North Province by-elec-
tion.

The natice clearly states that the receiver of it ap-
peared 10 have failed to vote.

The Hon. Robert Hetherington: There may be
another misreport there.

The Hon. R. Gi. PIKE: The facts are the facts.
| always try to be factwal. The Hon. Tom
Stephens was not 1old that he did not vote, he was
told it appeared he had failed to vote, and that if
there was a reasonable reason for his not voting,
no further action would be taken.

Afier T had spoken in the House [ discovered
that not all the words of my reply were communi-
cated to Mr Stephens. The particular report com-
municated to Mr Stephens—this is the nub of the
matter—apparently did not inform him that | had
been 1otally factual in my 2 November remarks to
the House. | emphasise that the reply given by me
to the question asked by the Hon. Vic Ferry was
preceded with the comment that | had asked the
Chief Electoral Officer for a report on the news
item, and he had advised me. The totality of the
comments were made on advice given 10 me by
the Chiel Electoral Officer and was a direct quote
from his advice.

[ had read an article appearing in the Press the
day before, and had telephoned the Chief Elec-
toral Officer at his home. | said, "1 would like to
be informed of the circumstances surrounding the
matter.” That is exactly the light in which the
question was answered. The circumstances sur-
rounding the statement included the fact that Mr
Stephens had enrolled iwice—under different
names. When I spoke with the Chiel Electoral
Officer | said that he had better give me the de-
tails of that double enrolment because I did not
know about it

Mr Stephens had gone to the Press in regard 10
the matter, but he should have spoken to the Elec-
toral Department first. He would have been told
what every other person in a similar situation is
told. 1 was not a big deal. The depariment ac-
knowledged an error had been made by the re-
turning officer in Pilbara—a human error. On oc-
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casions when a human error is made, and the con-
stituent who reccives the notice says that he did
vote and gives evidence of it, that is the end of the
matter. No big deal is made about it. The big deal
was made by the member going to the Press with
these statements. As the Minister, it was proper
for me to answer in the way I did. The Hon.
Robert Hetherington has pointed out what [ said.

The essence of the matter is that it is not for
me or this House to judge on the fact that the
Hon. Tom Stephens enrolled once as Tom
Stephens, and once as Thomas Gregory Stephens,

It was made very clear by me, when | quoted
the Chief Electoral Officer’s statement, that Mr
Stephens did tell the Chief Electoral Officer that
he had been enrolled twice. That was a statement
of fact regarding the complaints made by the
honourable member. It was never intended to be
other than a statement of fact. However, the
problern came about in this way: When the Hon.
Tom Stephens made his reply in this morning’s
paper concerning his dual errolment it was in
substance exactly the same as the comment |
made in this House the day before.

1 did not know the Hon. Tom Stephens had a
bad back. I did not know he was such a dedicated
follower of our Prime Minister and suffered from
the same ailment. 1 did not know about that and
was not in a position to make any other comment
when he made the ailegation. It had to be
answered and the best way was with the Chief
Electoral Officer’s report. The real problem is the
member was not told that I had made the facts
known to this House the day before. They were
the same facts thal he used in his reply the day
after.

The member says quite rightly that it is really a
non-issue and it is unfortunate il has developed in
the way it has. The honourable member took the
proper action in advising the Chief Electoral
Officer of the situation. Had I determined not to
include the reference to the dual enrolment of the
member § expect someone would have asked
about it later and queried why [ had not informed
the House of this.

The Hon. Robert Hetherington made mention
of addresses of electors. My information is that no
other State in Australia sends notices to other
than the residential address. In Western Aus-
tralia, as in other paris of Australia, we have
small towns that do not have mail deliveries.
From the inquiries | have made to date, anyone
who lives in those towns goes to the post office to
collect his mail, even those persons who do not
regularly go to a post office do so 1o collect their
pension and social service cheques. Therefore, it
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appears that it is nol an unreasonable basis on
which to send out notices.

| repudiate the Hon. Robert Hetherington's
suggestion that I was trying ta muddy the water.

The Hon. Robert Hetherington: 1 said you did.

The Hon. R. G. PIKE: | make the point that it
was a factual statement of the Chief Electoral
Officer.

The Hon. Robert Hetherington: Then he made
the water muddy in that case, but you are respon-
sible.

The Hon. R. G. PIKE: The statement made by
the Chief Electoral Office was factual. | have the
reverse view of the Hon, Robert Hetherington: It
seems to me to be a fair and proper thing to say to
the House that a member, after having found out
he was enrolled twice, informed the Electoral
Office accordingly. 1 see no imputation or any
muddying in that statement of fact. If we bear in
mind the items (1) and (2) of the Chief Electoral
Officer’s report we have no guestion as to what
were the facts. | do hope that statement will end
the matter.

Ministerial Statements: Notice

THE HON. J. M. BERINSON (North-East
Metropolitan) {11.20 p.m.]: T think the Chief
Secretary’s statement can be taken to have ended
that particular matter but 1 would like to discuss
one other matter arising from the events to which
reference has been made already.

Earlier today the Chief Secretary requested
leave to make a ministerial statement on electoral
matters. On leave being granted, the Chief Sec-
relary embarked on what might reasonably
be described as a frolic of his own. It was a sort of
personal explanation and a sort of claim to have
been misrepresented. 1t bore very little relation-
ship to a ministerial statement as that is generally
understood. That, in my opinion, was an abuse of
the privilege which the House had granted to the
Chief Secretary, and having already made that
point €arlier, | need not elaborate.

The incident does raise for consideration a re-
lated mauter which is the desirability of Ministers
giving at least some reasonable notice to the Op-
position of the actual statements they intend to
make. That is an accepled practice in at least
some other Parliaments and has at least two con-
siderations to support it

In the first place il avoids the need for the Op-
position either to give a blank cheque 10 2 minis-
terial request by granting leave, or secondly, to be
obstructive by trying 1o deny it. Secondly, and
more importantly, a practice of that sort would
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give to the Opposition al least some reasonable
opportunity for an early preliminary comment on
the subject matter of the statement.

Putting aside the Chief Secretary’s siatement
today, | give as an example a recenl statement by
the Attorncy General on the proposed crimes
commission. | do not say that statement came di-
rectly in response 10 an earlier suggestion 1 had
put 1o him that such a statement should be made.
The reason for making that statement is
irrelevant for present purposes.

If at least a half-day's notice of the content of
that statement had been given the Opposition
would at least have been in a position to decide
whether it wanted to make an early contribution
on that subject and if so would have been given at
least a minimum opportunity to prepare itself for
that contribution.

[ suppose it could be argued here as it is ar-
gued in other contexts that questions of confiden-
tiality can conceivably arise—all sorts of things
can conceivably arise. 1 have never known of a
situation where even the most sensitive and confi-
dential matters handed in confidence to a rep-
resentative of the Opposition has led to that confi-
dence being abused.

The Hon. R. G. Pike: Erskine May's Parlia-
mentary Practice does allow a ministerial siate-
ment, and debate on it on the adjournment as is
happening now.

The Hon. J. M. BERINSON: | am not really
addressing myself to what Erskine May says is
permitied. [ am addressing myself to the possi-
bility of a procedure being adopted as a matter of
practice and not as a matier of Standing Orders.

The Hon. R. G. Pike: As long as you know it is
permitted.

The Hon. J. M. BERINSON: Of course it is
permitted because the adjournment permits dis-
cussion of practically anything.

The Hon. R. G. Pike: So dees a ministerial
statement.

The Hon. J. M. BERINSON: This does not
cover the problem of adequate advice to the Op-
position for Lhe purpose of allowing members Lo
prepare themselves far that sort of contribution.

I put this 10 the House as a serious suggestion
towards an improvement of our procedures and
the ability of the 1wo sides of the House to engage
in a decent and reasonable discussion on matiers
which both agrec are important enough to justify
that.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 11.24 p.m.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

RAILWAYS: FREIGHT
Rates: Koolyanobbing-Kwinana

658. The Hon. GARRY KELLY, to the Minis-
ter for Labour and Industry representing the
Minister for Transport:

Referring to The Western Mail of 16
October 1982, page 21, in relation to
freight concessions to BHP for carrying
iron ore from Koolyanobbing to
Kwinana—

(1) Is the iron ore concessional freight
tate in the vicinity of $6 per tonne?

(2) If not, what is the rate?

(3) Since re-railing the Kwinana-
Koolyanobbing line began, and in
each year, how much has been paid
to BHP, or its subsidiaries, for—

{a) rail: and
(b) other steel from BHP in any
form for this section of track?

(4) How many kilomectres of track have
been completed?

{5) How many kilometres of track re-
main to be completed?

(6) When will the project be com-
pleted?

{7) How many tonnes of iron ore is ex-
pected 1o be carried in the year end-
ing 30 June 19837

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS replied:

{1} and (2) Information on the freight re-
bate arrangement would involve
Westrail’'s commercial interests and,
therefore, cannot be made available.

(3) (a) Calendar Year 3
[978 21.085m
1979 407 m
1980 10.794m
1981 6.840m
1982 5.667m
(b) 1978 120 000 approx
1980 350 000 approx
1981 300000 approx.

(4) 495 kilometres.
(5) 85 kilometres.
{6} July 1983.

(7) 450 000 tonnes.
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EDUCATION: PRIMARY SCHOOL
Useless Loop

659. The Hon. P. H. LOCKYER, to the Leader
of the House representing the Minister for
Mines:

(1) Has an agreement with the Shark Bay
joint venture at Useless Loop and the
State Government been finalised?

(2) If not, when is it anticipated to be com-
pleted?

(3) Is the subject of schoal building facilities
al the Useless Loop townsite part of the
discussions?

The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF replied:

{1) No.

(2) In the near future. Several matters are
still outstanding.

(3) The company has already indicated as
pari of the proposed agreement, a will-
ingness to accept the costs of providing a
new school building and facilities.

TOWN PLANNING: MRPA
Membership: “'Declared Interest”

660. The Hon. FRED McKENZIE, to the Chief
Secretary representing the Minister  for
Urban Development and Town Planning:

Referring 1o the Minister’s replies to
question 515 of Tuesday, 28 September
1982, will the Minister advise—

(1) The items which support the answer
that Mr Wilkins has “declared an

interest™?

(2) Has Mr Wilkins, whilst Chairman
of the MRPA, *“declared any
interest™?

(3) Is there any recorded evidence o
suppori a **declaration of interest™?

(4) Has the Chairman, or any member
of the MRPA or the Town
Planning Board, declared any
itterest in relation to maiters as-
sociated with Servetus Street?

The Hon. R. G. PIKE replied:

(1) Mr Wilkins, as trustee and registered
proprietor for a syndicale owning land
at Gooseberry Hill declared his interest
as a member of the Town Planning
Board. The board was considering a
rezoning application. The declaration of
interest is recorded in the minutes.

661.

[COUNCIL]

(2) Yes, as owner of residential property,
previously where his meother lived in
Havelock Street, West Perth, Mr
Wilkins declared an interest in relation
to the parliamentary precinct deliber-
ations.

Ye¢s, recarded in the minutes.

No.

On his appointment as Chairman of the
Metropolitan Region Planning Auth-
ority, Mr Wilkins retired from an active
real estate practice, supplied 1he Minis-
ter with a list of properties in which he
had an interest and has taken no further
part in valuation practice or develop-
ment on his own behalf or on behalf of
any of his previous associates. I under-
stand that Mr Wilkins would be pre-
pared to supply the member direct with
any additional information which he
may require.

(3)
4)

HEALTH: MENTAL HOSPITAL
Swanbourne: Death of Patient

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT, to the Chief
Secretary representing the Minister for
Health:

(1) Is it a fact that the body of a woman
found in the Swan River at Peppermint
Grove on 4 October 1982 was that of a
patient from Swanbourne Hospital?
Is it also a fact that the woman con-
cerned had been forced to transfer from
on¢ ward where she had been located for
many years, 10 another ward, despite her
pleas to be allowed to remain where she
was?

Has Highgate ward been closed at

Swanbourne Hospital, and six men with

a history of violence been transferred 10

another ward which mainly houses

women?

Have women in that ward been sub-

jected to physical assault since the in-

mates of Highgate ward have been
transferred there?

(5) Are men and women toileted in the
same ward at the same time?

(6) If the answers 1o (1) to (5) are “Yes™,
will the Minister order an immediaie in-
quiry into what is taking place at
Swanbourne Hospital to ensure the pro-
tection of patients and respect [or
human dignity?

The Hon. R. G. PIKE replied:

(1) Yes.

(2)

(3)

4)
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(2) No. The woman concerned was re-
quested to move to an open ward follow-
ing treatment for a physical condition.

(3) Yes. Six men were transferred. One has
since died, one is confined to bed, two
have been discharged to nursing homes
and two have caused no problems.

(4) No.

(5) No, except in an emergency when a
commode has to be used. This would be
done behind closed curtain screening,.

(6) No, but if the member has any questions
concerning the changes which are oc-
curring in Swanbourne Hospital, it is
suggested she contact the Minister for
Health and he will arrange for the
superintendent of Swanbourne Hospital
1o discuss them with her.

RECREATION
M. Magnet

662. The Hon. P. H. LOCKYER, to the Chief

Secretary representing the Minister for Edu-
cation:

(1) Is the Education Department having dis-
cussions with the Mt. Magnet Shire
Council with regard 10 a sporting com-

plex?
(2) If so, at whal stage are these dis-
cussions?

(3) When will discussions be concluded?
The Hon. R. G. PIKE replied:

{1} 10 (3) The matter is at a very prelimi-
nary stage at present. Further dis-
cussions are to be held with a view Lo
possible joint developments.

RAILWAYS: SLEEPERS

Concrete

663. The Hon. GARRY KELLY, to the Leader

of the House representing the Premier:

Referring to The West Australian of
Thursday, 7 October 1982, Southern
Supplement, page 15—

(1) How many concrete sleepers will be
purchased?

(2) What percentage of the 3$14.5
million does this represent?

{3) in what location will they be used?

{4) Will any additional men be em-
ployed in producing concrete
sleepers?

(5) If so, how many men, for how many
months?

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF replied:

{1} 7000.

{2) 1.4 per cent.

{3) Between Merredin and Koolyanobbing.

(4) and (5) No. All sleepers have been sup-
plied and are stockpiled.

RAILWAYS: CROSSINGS
Donnybrook

664, The Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Minister

for Labour and Industry representing the
Minister for Transport:

With regard 10 the Donnybrook town-
site railway crossings, how many acci-
dents between trains and motor vehicles
have there been at—

(a) Flect Street;
{b) Marmion Street;
{c) Reserve Street;
{d) Golf club crossing; and
(e) Victoria Parade; in the last 20
years?
The Hon. G. E. MASTERS replied:

The Main Roads Depariment’s accident

records for railway crossings only extend

back to January 1977. From that time to

December 1981, reported train/motor

vehicle accidents at the rail crossings in

question are listed below—

(a) Fleet Street—nil;

{(b) Marmion Street—nil;

(c) Reserve Sireet—two {1977 and
1978);

{d} Golf club—nil;

{e) Victoria Parade—no rail crossing,
however, if 1the question refers to
Victory Lane the answer is “Nil”,

FLORA
Wildflowers

665. The Hon. H. W. GAYFER, 10 the Minister

for Labour and I[ndustry representing the
Minister for Agriculture.

Concerning  permits  to harvest

wildRowers on Crown land—

(1) Are they avaitable?

(2) How are they applied for?

(3) How many permits have been
issued?

(4) What are the general terms and
conditions of such permits?

(5) Who polices the harvesting oper-
ations?
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(6) Have any permits at any time been
withdrawn?

(7) M “Yes" to (6)—

(a) how many; and
(b) for what reasons?

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) By application in accordance with
wildlife canservation regulation 56E.

(3) Since November 1981 there have been
514 commercial purposes licences
issued. '

The commercial industry consists mainly
of an itineram work force of pickers em-
ployed seasonally or part time. It has
been estimated that at any one time
about 200 commercial pickers operate in
the peak season and about 120 in the off
season.

{4) A copy of the licence with conditions
endorsed on the back is tabled herewith.
(5) Wildlife officers.

{6) I am not aware of any licences being
withdrawn.

(7) (a) and (b) See (6).
The paper was tabled (see paper No. 507),

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS
AND INSTRUMENTALITIES

Consultanis

666. The Hon. FRED McKENZIE, to the
Leader of the House representing the Prem-
ier:

Referring to the Daily News of Friday,
22 October 1982, page 12, will the
Premier advise—

(1) How much, in each of the last three
years, has been spent by the
Government, its associated bodies
and statutory authorities, on private
consultants?

(2) What departments and the associ-
ated amounts are involved?

The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF replied:

(1) and (2) The information requested by
the member is being collated and a con-
sidered reply will be provided in due
course.

[COUNCIL]

FUEL AND ENERGY: SEC
" Contingent Liabilites

667. The Hon. FRED McKENZIE, 1o the
Leader of the House representing the Minis-
ter for Fuel and Energy:

Referring 1o question 605 of
Wednesday, 20 October 1982, will the
Minister advise—

(1} Is it a fact that only about one-third
of the yearly gas purchased by the
SEC would replace all the indus-
trial diesel fuel and fuel oil used on
land in Western Australia in any

one year?

(2) If not, what precisely is the pro-
portion?

(3) What arrangements have been

made with West Australian Natu-
ral Gas Pty. Ltd.—

(a) te relinquish its field; and
(b) what amounts of compensation
are involved, if any?

(4) In “the provision for gas not taken
in any year”—

(a) what are the payments in-
curred in that year;

{b) what are the payments in-
curred in future years; and

(¢} what rate of interest is to be
paid on deferred payments?

The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF replied:

(1) o (4) As the Minister for Fuel and

Energy has already indicated to the
member, it would simplify the task of
interpreting and answering his request if
the full purport of the questions was
clearer.
Relative to question 667, some two-
thirds of the contractual quantities
involved would be required to replace
liquid fuels for non-transport purposes,
and the Minister has already indicated
the commercial confidentiality of the
contractual arrangements.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOQLS AND
PRIMARY SCHOOLS

Term Dates, 1983

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT, to the Chief
Secrectary representing the Minister for Edu-
cation:

668.

(1) What are the dates of terms {or Govern-
ment schools for 19837
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(2) Do these vary in different parts of the
State?

The Hon. R. G. PIKE replied:

(1) Government Schools—
First Term—7 February-i13 May
Second Term—30 May-26 August

Third Term—12 Seplember-14
December.

(2) No. All Government schools in Western
Austraba have the same term dates.

GRAIN
Freight Rates

669. The Hon. FRED McKENZIE, to the Min-

ister lfor Labour and Industry representing
the Minister for Transport:

Referring 0 question 563  of
Wednesday, 13 October 1982, will the
Minisler advise—

{1) What was the revenue to Westrail
for grain to ihe vear ended 30 June
19827

(2) What was the tonnage hauled in
that year?

(3} What is the expected tonnage to be
hauled to June 19837

(4) Since the grain rates are said to be
increased by 13.9 per cent, can cor-
relation be advised as to the true
overall total revenue to Westrail in
terms of percentage increase?

(5) What are the tonnages hauled, or
expected 10 be hauled, and their
maiching yearly revenues for each
of 1he four years to 30 June 19837

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS replied:

(1) $46.05 miltion.

(2) 3.64 million tonnes.

(3) 4 million tonnes.

(4) The Lotal revenue and the average rate
per tonne for the financiat years cannot
be directly related to the rate increase
due to the fact that—

(i) the total tonnes hauled are not com-
mon;
(ii) the increase applies to only 8
months of the financial year; and
{iii) the distribution of grain varies from
season 10 season.

(5)
1979.80 1930-3) 1981.82 (942-8)
Tunnes 153dm  253m  )6dm  LDm
Revenve  $37.25m $27.68m $46.05m $57.2m {Esiimate)

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS
1983

670. The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT, to the Leader

of the House representing the Premier:

What are the gazetted holidays for
19837

The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF replied:

The following are public and bank hol-
idays for 1983, in accordance with the
second schedule of the Public and Bank
Holidays Act 1972-1976—

New Year's Day  Sat, ! January
Mon, 3 January®

Australia Day Mon, 31 January

Labor Day Mon, 7 March
Good Friday Fri, 1 April
Easter Monday Man, 4 April
Anzac Day Mon, 25 April
Foundation Day Maoan, 6 June

Celebration Day
for Anniversary of
Birthday of
Reigning Sovereign
Christmas Day

Mon, 3 October**

Sun, 25 December

Mon, 26
December*

Boxing Day Men, 26 December
Tues, 27
December***

* When New Years Day, Anzac Day
or Christmas Day fall on a
Saturday or Sunday, the next fol-
lowing Monday is also a public hol-
iday and bank holiday.

** In lieu of Monday, 10 October (the
second Monday in  Octlober)
Changed by proclamation published
on page 4059 of Government Ga-
zetie dated 15 October 1982, pursu-
ant to the provisions of subsections
(1) and (2) of section 8 of the Pub-
lic and Bank Holidays Act 1972-
1976.

*** When Boxing Day falls on a
Sunday or Monday, the next fol-
lowing Tuesday is also a public hol-
iday and bank holiday.

The details of public and bank holidays
are not published in the Government
Gazette other than as required by sec-
tion 8(2) of the Act—as they are stipu-
lated by and printed in the second
schedule o the Act.
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[COUNCIL]

RAILWAYS: FREMANTLE-PERTH

Assessment

671. The Hon. FRED McKENZIE, to the
Leader of the House representing the Prem-

1€r:

The
(a)

Referring 10 the Premier’s statement re-
ported in The West Australian of
Wednesday, 20 Octlober 1982, page 4, in
relation to the Perth-Fremantle railway,
will the Premier advise—

In view of the fact that more rail cars
are available and less rail passengers are
carried than 10 years ago—

(a) is the figure of $2 million correct,
or is the figure of $0.62 million cor-
rect;

(b) can the method of assessment of the
$2 million be tabled; and

{c) do similar methods of assessment
apply to the remainder of the sub-
urban rail system as a basis for
charging costs to the Metropolitan
Transport Trust?

Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF replied:

and {b) For 1981-82 the suburban rail
operating costs are estimated to be $2.14
miilion less than would have been the
case had the Fremantle line continued to
operale.

In addition, lor the Fremantle services
to have continued it was considered es-
sential that 10 new railcars would have
had to be purchased, in addition 10 those
which were actuvally purchased for the
other two lines. The annual cost of
servicing the capital for these additional
tailcars would have been $1.2 million.
This amount has therefore also been
saved.

Against these savings, there was ad-
ditional expenditure on bus operations to
provide the *“linc-line”. The total cost of
operating the “linc-line” services, in-
cluding the leasing charges of the buses,
was estimated at $1.33 million for 1981-
§2.

The estimated net saving for 1981-82
from not operating suburban rail ser-
vices between Perth and Fremantle is
therclore $2.14 million plus $1.2 million,
less $1.33 million; that is, $2.01 million,
which was rounded to $2 million in the
Press rcport.

(c) The figure of $2.14 million is the differ-

ence between the amount which
Westrail has requested from MTT for
the operation of the present system in
1981-82 and the amount which Westrail
estimates it would have requested, on a
similar basis, for the operation of all
three lines.

EDUCATION: NON-GOVERNMENT

SCHOOLS
Term Dates, 1983

672. The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT, to the Chief
Secretary representing the Minister for Edu-
cation:

What are the dates of the terms for in-
dependent schools for 19837

The Hon. R. G. PIKE replied:

Catholic Schools*

First term 8 February—12
May

Second term k] May—25
August

Third term 13 September—15
December.

Other Schools*

First term 8 February—12
May

Second term 1 May—125
August

Third term 13 September—7

December

*May vary from. institution o
institution.
TRANSPORT

Passengers: Subsidies

673. The Hon. FRED McKENZIE, 10 the Min-
ister for Labour and Industry representing
the Minister for Transport:

Referring to question 609  of

Wednesday, 20 Oclober 1982—

(1) Will the Minister make a public
elaboration on his statement “that
the Government was already
subsidising the public transport
system by more than 50 per cent”™?

(2) Will the Minister correct the figure
in the answer from 127 per cent 1o
227 per cent?

(3) In the genecral areas of North
America, Europe, Australia and
New Zealand, and in relation to
city-suburban travel, can the Minis-
ter advise—
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(a) what bus systems spend $2.84
or more, to get $! of revenue:

- and

(b) what rail systems spend $6.71
or more, to get $1 of revenue?

(4) Will the Minister 1able the methods
of assessment used to obtain a fig-
ure of $6.717

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS replied:

(1) and (2) Such an ¢laboration has already
been given in answer to question 609,
The subsidy of $56.7 million estimated
for the year ended June 1983 is 2.27
times the estimated fare revenue of
$24.9 million. That is, the subsidy will
be $31.8 million higher, or 127 per cent
higher, than the fare revenue.

(3) (a) and (b) Receni figures are not
available on which to answer the
question as put. However, figures
produced for the Commonwealth
Grants Commission show that ex-
penditure per dollar revenue in
1980-81 was higher for metropoli-
tan buses in South Australia and
Tasmania than in Western Aus-
tralia. It was also shown that the
cost per bus-kilometre is lower in
Perth than for Government buses in
other Australian capital cities.

For rail, the expenditure per dollar
of revenue in 1980-81 was lower in
all other Australian capital cities
having rail systems than in Perth.
This is a reflection of Perth’s low
density and the correspondingly
limited patronage available.

Results of an international survey
published in 1981 for bus and rail
services showed that the expendi-
ture per dollar revenue was greater
in Perth than for the international
average.

{4) The {igure of $6.71 expenditure per dol-
lar of revenue was obtained by dividing
estimated expenditure on suburban rail
for 1982-83 of $18.8 million by the cor-
responding estimated revenue from lares
of $2.8 million.

RAILWAYS: SLEEPERS
Secondhand

674. The Hon. FRED McKENZIE, to the Min-

ister for Labour and Industry representing
the Minister for Transport:

(1) Have any second-hand or used sleepers
been purchased by Westrail?

(2) How many, and for what total price?
(3) How old were the sleecpers?

(4) Of whai type of material were they
made?

{5) What tonnes had been carried on the
sleepers?

(6) What life remains in the sleepers?

(7) In what sections of track will they be
used?

(8) From whom were they purchased?
The Hon. G. E. MASTERS replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) 77 000—%$320000 including attached
sleeper plates and Jockspikes.

(3) Average age approximately 5 years.

{4) Preserved heavy duty timber.

(5) Approximately 200 million tonnes.

(6) Approximately 20 years.

(7) Kwinana-Mundijong-Picton Railway.

(8) Hamersely Iron Pty. Lid.

RAILWAYS: ARMADALE-PERTH AND

MIDLAND-PERTH
“Light Rail Bus Vehicles”

675. The Hon. FRED McKENZIE, 10 the Min-

ister for Labour and Industry representing
the Minister for Transport:

Reflerring 10 The West Australian of
Wednesday, 20 October 1982, page 4,
and relating to statements indicating
that the feasibility of “light rail bus ve-
hicles” for the Armadale and Midland
lings was being examined—
(1) Have any Westrail staff praceeded
overseas to examine these vehicles?

(2) If they have departed, or are about
1o depart—

(a) what are the terms of
reference; and

{b) what are the considerations
specifically excluded from their
terms of reference?

{3) To what places will they travel?
(4) What firms arec involved, and have
they been informed?
The Hon. G. E. MASTERS replied:

(1} Yes.

(2} (a) Prior to departurc of the Westrail
officers involved dctailed consider-
alion was given to Lhe information’
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which should be sought overseas
and the people concerned were
thoroughly briefed.
In general terms the officers are to
consult with overseas light rail ve-
hicle operators and suppliers of
equipment with a view to obtaining
detailed operational and technical
criteria of light rail vehicle systems
in use or under development; also,
to abtain associated details of capi-
tal, operating and maintenance
costs.

{b) Technical details of electric light
rail vehicles.

(3) United Kingdom, "Ireland, Germany,
Canada and USA.

(4) The firms involved have been informed
and they are—

UK—
British Rail
Tyne and Wear System
Leyland Bus Plant

lreland—
Irish Railways

Germany—
Duewag
Link-Hoffmann—Bush
Verkehrsverbund—Hamburg
Stadtinerke—Karlsruhe
Stadtinerke—Munich

USA—
San
Board
Veriol—Boeing
Massachusetts
partation
Authority—Boston

Canada—
Edmonton
Group
Calgary Transit—Deloon Con-
sultants
B C Transit—Vancouver.

Diego Metro Transit

Bay Trans-

Transit—UMA

RAILWAYS: RAIL CARS
Maintenance

676. The Hon. FRED McKENZIE, 10 the Min-
ister for Labour and Industry represeniing
the Minister for Transport:

Referring 10 question 563  of
Wednesday, 13 October 1982, will the
Minister advise—

[COUNCIL)

In each of the years from 30 June 1974
1o 30 June 1982 inclusive what amount
has been spent on the maintenance of
suburban passenger rolling stock in re-
spect of —

(a) direct labour;
(b) material; and
(c) overhead expenses?

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS replied:

{a) {b) (<)

Direct Direct QOverheads

Labour Marterials und other
1974-75 1375 000 386 000 | 886 00D
1975-76 1435000 391 000 1941 000
1976-77 %3] oQ0 389 000 1 646 00D
1977-78 986 000 753000 1 680 000
1978-79 957000 867 000 | 604 000
1979-80 1 024 000 498 000 1723000
1980-81 1 500000 1 140 Q00 2867000
1981-82 | 415000 1 205 0G0 2 847 000

TOWN PLANNING: MRPA
South-east Corridor

677. The Hon. I. G. PRATT, to the Chief Sec-
retary representing the Minister for Urban
Development and Town Planning:

In regard to the Ministers answer to
question 656 of Tuesday 2 November,
1982

(1) How many submissions were re-
ceived by the MRPA on the South-
East Corridor Stage B Report?

{2) Has an analysis of these public sub-
missions been made?

(3) If(2) 15 “Yes"—

(a) when was this analysis com-
pleted;

{b) when was it first presented to
the authority; and

(c) when is it lLikely to be con-

sidered?

(4) In relation 10 the Ministers answer
to (3) (a)—

(a) in regard to what specific

authorities or individuals is dif-
ficulty being experienced on—

(i) road structures;

(ii) staging of sewerage and
drainage;

(iii) protection of the escarp-
ment; and

(b) what are the specific difficult-
ies being experienced in regard
to—

(i) road structure;
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(ii) staging of sewerage and (b) (i)_ The main issues are the ulti-

drainage; and
(iii) protection of the escarp-

ment?
The Hon. R. G. PIKE replied:
(1) 30.
(2) Yes.

(3) (a) April 1982;
(b) the anpalysis was placed before
group “C” district planning com-

mate location of the South-
West Highway, the alignment
of the stage “B" highway to
the west of the proposed corri-
dor, links with stage “A”, in
particular to Armadale
subregional centre, and de-
tailed definition of all routes in
the proposed regional road

h ) ; - structure.

mittee in May 1982; the commitlee

forwarded its commenis and rec-

ommendations to the authority in (ii) The sewerage and drainage

July, 1982;
(c) December 1982 or January 1983.

(4) (a) (i) 1o (iii) Although the report on
the submissions is nearing
completion, there are many
other factors which require de-
tailed consideration. Various
aspects of the stage “B™ report,
such as road structures, staging
of sewerage and drainage, and
protection of the escarpment
require further study before
proposals are put forward as
statutory amendments. [t is
unlikely that a single final re-
port will be published; how-
ever, each major amendment
proposed will be supported by
an updated report.
In the interests of the public, it
is not the praclice of the
Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority to divulge specific
proposals possibly affecting in-
dividuals’ land unless these are
firm proposals incorporated in
a statutory amendment which
conveys rights of submission,
appeal or compensation.

systems of stage “B” will be

. wholly new. No firm proposals

for collection and disposal of
sewage and stormwater have
been made. Much planning
and design work needs 1o be
done in future years.
Possibilities for temporary
works are under study in re-
lation to rezoning proposals
put forward by the Shire of
Serpentine-Jarrahdale in the
Byford area.

(iii) The authority’s proposals for

parks and recreation reser-
vation protecting the escarp-
ment are under review as a re-
sult of the disallowance of
amendment No. 328/33. The
authority is also investigating
proposals for the Darling Es-
carpment as a whole as well as
alternative methods of land
management and methods of
securing long-term supplies of
basic raw materials.



